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February 20th, 1951 


Dear Mother Mary Beatrice: 


It is with a heart full of gratitude to God that I send to you 
and your Daughters congratulations on the occasion of the Dia- 
mond Jubilee of your holy Institute. For ever since its foundation 
in 1876 in New York City, the members of THE Dominican 
CONGREGATION OF Our Lapy oF THE Rosary have labored 
unceasingly in the interests of God’s Church in these parts. 

For this service with its sacrifices, as well as for their love and 
loyalty, it is altogether fitting that at this time I offer to you, as 
Mother General, a full measure of gratitude in the name of the 
clergy and laity of this Archdiocese. 

It is inspiring to realize, especially in these difficult days, the 
wonders which God is wont to work through His devoted servants, 
even amid most adverse circumstances. It is equally comforting 
to read the record of achievements which the valiant Mothers 
General of your Institute have wrought in the fields of social 
service and education, against great odds. This record I have read 
with both pleasure and profit, attesting as it does, the power of 
God's charity to help the helpless in body, mind and spirit, when 
human forces were either powerless or, perhaps, passive through 
indifference. 

There are both mystery and glory in this solemn hour of 
rejoicing, to which we all do well to attend. I refer, in the first 
place, to the mystery of growth in your Congregation, as set 
forth in the parable of The Mustard Seed. This seed, itself tiny, 
on reaching maturity, sends out branching sprays over a large 
area. In like manner, your Institute, from its small beginnings in 
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Saint Gabriel’s Parish, has now spread over six dioceses and con- 
tains some six hundred living members. 

Such growth was not attained without crosses and crises, as 
the record reveals. Rather, did the winds and storms cause its 
roots to strike deeper into the soil of the Church, affording it 
strong foundations, on which the present great structure rests, 
sclid and secure. 

As for the glory which invests your Institute in this time of 
celebration, it is the glory of a plant which Our Heavenly Father 
hath planted—to recall the words of Our Blessed Lord. No plant 
long endures, which is not of His planting. Your Institute has 
been thriving, simply because it has been striving all along under 
the impulse of the spirit of your saintly foundress. It has been 
pruned with severe testings which brought out its capacity for 
even greater fruits, as events proved. This success is both a tribute 
to the operation of her spirit among you and to your cooperation 
with it. It is also the promise of greater things yet to come. 

To my best wishes for you and your Daughters, I join my 
earnest prayer that Our Lady of the Rosary may continue to 
suard and guide your Institute in the ways of God's Will for 
His own glory and the salvation of souls. 

With a blessing, I am 


Devotedly yours in Christ, 


Archbishop of New York 


Mother Mary Beatrice, O.P., 
St. Agnes Convent, 
Sparkill, N. Y. 
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Our Lapy PRESENTS THE Rosary TO ST, DOMINIC 





DE Daley Ane LO aN: 


To Thee, beloved Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, 
Mary, Our Mother Immaculate, on this occasion of the 
Seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of our com 
mumty, known as The Dominican Congregation of 
Our Lady of the Rosary, we humbly dedicate this little 
book in thanksgiving for all the graces and blessings you 
have obtained for us, while fervently begging your 
unfailing assistance every moment of our lives and 


especially at death. 


“No one can go to the Father, except by Me.” And 


how can we know the Son except through Thee, Marvy? 


Ad Ivaum Per Miriam 


Ad gloriam sempiteram 

















Our Hoty FOUNDRESS 
Rev. Mother Catharine Mary Antoninus. Thorpe 
18762-1879 








“Come, follow Me and I will make you 
to be fishers of men.’ Matt. Ch. 4:19 


Iuhilaty Ben Omnis Cerra 


I 


Our Holy Foundress 


London, on September 8, 1846, the Creator of the uni- 

verse sent into the Thorpe family a beautiful baby girl 
whom He intended would be a most useful instrument in forming 
a new progeny in another land, for the Church which His Divine 
Son had founded. The pious God-loving parents who observed 
literally the laws of the Church of England, named this God- 
given child, Alice Madeline. About two years later they were 
blessed with another daughter whom they called Lucy. Both girls 
seem to have been inseparable in God’s plan. Two boys had pre- 
ceded Alice Madeline but the younger was taken to heaven 
shortly after his birth. John, the first child was four years old 
when Alice Madeline was born. As in Our Savior’s choice of sev- 
eral sets of brothers for His Apostolic work so now He chose two 
of a family to be the foundation of our religious community known 
as, “The Dominican Congregation of Our Lady of the Rosary.” 


\' FIELDCOURT, a picturesque suburb of the great city of 
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The father, John Thorpe, was a rural artist of some renown. 
Grazing sheep seems to have been his favorite subject. Some of 
these prized oil paintings he left with his daughter, Lucy, who 
later joined Mother Di Ricci’s Dominicans in Albany. The result 
of his genius, plus his inherited wealth, permitted the enjoyment 
of material comforts. He ranked as a noble gentleman whose char- 
ity was boundless. This characteristic was to be passed on liberally 
to Alice Madeline. He may without doubt have been of the same 
family tree as that Venerable Robert Thorpe, a zealous young 
priest who was giving a mission in Yorkshire in 1595. 


While courageously gathering palms on Saturday for the bless- 
ing before Mass on Palm Sunday, he was secretly watched and 
reported to a John Gates of Howden, the nearest justice of the 
peace who had Father Thorpe and his companion arrested while 
in bed some time after midnight on Palm Sunday morning; another 
victim of the penal days! He was hanged, drawn and quartered 
on May 15, 1595 and recorded a traitor because he was a priest. 
Fear may have caused apostasy in some of that generation. But in 
God’s plan that name was to bud forth in less than three centuries 
and by His grace its fragrance spread and remained for three- 
fourths of a century: DEUS VULT — until the end of time! 


The mother, Theresa Elizabeth, like so many other holy souls 
was frail in body, yet she personally managed the affairs of her 
household which breathed forth a religious atmosphere in her 
supervision of the tutors who instructed her children. She infused 
into their souls a constant awareness of the presence of God with 
an increasing desire to do always the things that please Him. 
Hence, they grew and developed in God’s grace by the daily 
practice of virtue which culminated in a holy reverence for 
TRUTH with a burning desire to dedicate their lives to the honor 
and glory of God in some religious community then established 
in or near London. 


Madeline, as she was generally called, was rather imposing; 
tall, and slender, blessed with a happy, loving disposition. She 
was gifted with a searching and receptive mind, a strong retentive 
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memory and a very sensitive nature. Her intelligent and God- 
fearing parents watched with joy the unfolding of her personality 
traits especially her generosity of heart, self-determination, per’ 
severance and above all a sweet simplicity which controlled her 
quick perception and regulated her advances making her loved 
by all with whom she came in contact. 


At the age of seventeen she and her sister Lucy were en- 
trusted to Anglican Nuns about thirty-five miles outside of Lon- 
don where they conducted a seminary for young ladies. After 
completing with honors the prescribed course which is comparable 
to a college education today, Madeline returned to her home and 
immediately became active in church affairs and charitable works 
among the poor. She was then in the twenty-first year of her age. 

Towards the close of the nineteenth century the Oxford 
Movement was quite strong but there still existed a feeling of 
timidity on the part of many Catholics which rendered them 
averse to any innovation on old habits which had been formed 
during the long years of persecution. But the return of so many 
prominent Anglican clergymen to the Church of Rome gave a 
great impetus to many prominent Catholics such as Margaret 
Mary Hallahan who after eight years of severe struggle succeeded 
in conventualizing the Third Order Dominicans of England in 
1845. 


This same year marks the entrance into the Church of that 
famous Newman who later became the great Cardinal. The il 
lustrious Manning had preceded Newman by four years and at 
this time was already Cardinal. Both men were staunch and bene- 
ficial friends of Mother Margaret Hallahan whose noble work in 
England under the protection of Father Augustine Proctor, O.P., 
Dominican Provincial in England, was both a prelude and pattern 
for our own Foundress only a few years later. Manning’s efforts 
were ceaseless to obtain education and protection for the poor 
of London and its suburbs. While Archbishop he succeeded in 
having Mother Margaret establish a foundation for the orphan 
girls of London’s East Side. 
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Both Manning and Newman were greatly admired by the 
Thorpe family where they enjoyed a strong friendship which 
deepened rather than lessened after they entered the Roman 
Church. Newman undoubtedly had a profound influence on 
Madeline as writings found among her few possessions after 
death strongly testify. 

It was during her last year at the college of the Anglican 
Nuns that she read with great avidity Newman’s reply to Charles 
Kingsley’s insidious accusations against the necessity of TRUTH 
for Roman clergymen. These false charges were answered clearly 
and bravely in a series of seven pamphlets issued between April 
and June of 1864. This scholarly defense of unadulterated TRUTH 
abiding only in the Roman Catholic Church founded by Christ 
upon His Apostles certainly made a powerful impression upon 
the minds not only of both Madeline and Lucy Thorpe, but also 
upon their parents. 


After spending two years in active leadership among the poor 
of the Anglican Church, Madeline felt the call to a holier life in 
God’s service. She sought admission and was gladly received 
among the Anglican Nuns who had taught her. But by this time 
some of those gifted women also had received the light of Faith 
and had embraced the true Church of their forefathers. At the 
end of her novitiate, however, God's grace illumined her soul 
and in the Spring of 1870 she bade farewell to the Anglican Com- 
munity and determined to follow the path of their family friends, 
Manning and Newman. 

Who can doubt that Manning acquainted her with the work 
of Mother Margaret Hallahan who had passed to her heavenly 
reward just as Madeline was entering the Anglican Convent! 

Who can say how often she may have visited the Dominicans 
at Stone to enjoy the consolation of those earnest pioneers engaged - 
in the work so dear to her heart! To the present, written proof 
is lacking but close observation suggests that procedure. Her use 
of trite sayings so expressive of trust in God and gratitude for 
His gifts indicate an intimacy with the Dominicans at Stone 
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where these pithy phrases are the cherished memory of their holy 
and beloved Foundress. 

However, Madeline’s first step was to enter the Catholic 
Church where on Christmas Day 1870, she and her sister Lucy 
really received for the first time their Eucharistic Lord. “If you 
are faithful, you will be grateful; and if you are grateful, you will 
be faithful,” was the maxim of our holy Foundress to the young 
members of her struggling community. May these words have 
been spoken to her regarding her conversion? 

Both Madeline and Lucy may have sought admission to this 
community so zealously working among God’s poor of London 
and its suburbs. Be that as it may results often disclose causes. 
The two sisters wishing not to grieve their kind parents already 
wounded by their entrance into the Catholic Church, decided to 
come to America and settle in New York City to continue work- 
ing among the poor. In the Spring of 1872 they left their home- 
land—Madeline being twenty-six years of age; Lucy, two years 
younger. They already had the great joy of seeing their dear 
mother embrace Catholicism and buried from the Catholic 
Church. Soon their father would follow them to New York 
where he would make his home on Fifth Avenue and, after the 
community was established, he visited his daughters every Sun- 
day promptly at two o'clock and departed at the stroke of three. 

By what strange coincidence did they take up residence in 
St. Vincent Ferrer Parish! 


Surely they would not approach Father J. A. Rochford, 
Provincial of the Dominicans here without a letter of introduc 
tion. It is most certainly probable that Father Augustine Proctor, 
O.P., Dominican Provincial in England, was a close friend of 
Father Rochford. 

Finally both girls discovered the help God intended for them 
in Reverend Father Rochford, who was afire with the desire to 
save the souls of poor immigrants in a strange land. After hearing 
a Lenten sermon preached by this saintly and learned Dominican 
in 1874, they presented themselves to him and unburdened their 
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souls. He at once recognized in them the work of Divine Grace 
and a heavenly opportunity for developing his inspired project 
to establish a refuge for indigent women to safeguard them against 
the evils of the times and to fortify them to withstand temptation. 

Meanwhile, the girls had been acquainting themselves with 
the poor of the city. They visited almshouses where they instructed 
the ignorant persuading many to return to God and inducing 
others to accept the Catholic Faith in preparation for a holy 
death. They visited hospitals where they found many dying in 
fants whom they baptized giving them admission to Heaven. God 
in His mercy vouchsafed a vision of all this to our holy Foundress 
while on her deathbed. 

Both girls continued this work for the next two years, now 
under the guidance of saintly Father Rochford, who obtained 
ecclesiastical sanction of Cardinal McCloskey and a brief from the 
Master General in Rome, Very Reverend Joseph De La Rocco, 
O.P., approving the foundation of The Dominican Congregation 
of Our Lady of the Rosary—the first Third Order Dominican 
Conventuals in New York City. 

Although Madeline was quite determined by nature, her pleas 
ing manner attracted many friends among whom was a charitable 
benefactor, Mrs. McLoughlin, who gladly offered the use of a 
well furnished house she owned in 5t. Gabriel Parish at 697 
Second Avenue as a temporary convent. In this house on May 
6, 1876, Madeline Thorpe pronounced the holy vows of religion 
in the hands of Father Antoninus Rochford, O.P. Dominican Pro- 
vincial of the United States, while her sister Lucy made her first 
profession taking vows for one year. Sister Bridget Magdalen 
also made vows for one year and left the community at the termi: 
nation of the year. 

Madeline Thorpe, now Sister M. Catharine Antoninus was 
appointed Superioress. Lucy Thorpe became Sister Agnes. Father 
Rochford was truly another St. Dominic to the little band in- 
structing them in Dominican life and customs. On December 8 
of that same year four postulants received the habit and six 
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aspirants were admitted. Among the four who received the habit 
was one Margaret Dowling, one of Father Rochford’s tertiaries 
who became Sister Dominic and was destined by Almighty God 
to replace Mother Antoninus whom He intended in a short time 
to call to her reward. Father Rochford’s strong devotion to the 
Rosary prompted him to organize his little community under the 
title of Dominican Congregation of Our Lady of the Rosary. 
What a joy to pronounce that title since we all know how dear 
it is to the heart of Our Blessed Mother! Thus was born the 
Sparkill Dominicans, as we are often called, who today are doing 
the Lord’s work in six dioceses numbering about six hundred 
living members while one hundred fourteen are enjoying their 
eternal reward. It is through the merits of their prayers that we 
are able to bear the burden and the heats of these days. 


Divine Providence was guiding the Community on its way 
to salvation to which there is no other route than the way of the 
cross. Our holy Foundress realizing the importance of religious 
discipline labored assiduously to have all exercises and activities 
conform perfectly with the directions of her guide and instructor, 
saintly Father Rochford. Gifted as she was with higher educa: 
tion and well trained in music she took one hour every day to 
teach her little band the choral Dominican Chant in Latin of the 
Office of the Blessed Virgin even as it is followed today. 


At frequent intervals this kind benefactor, Mrs. McLaughlin, 
asserted her authority believing she owned the community as well 
as the house. After stern but tactful remonstrance from our 
prudent but determined Foundress, Mrs. McLaughlin withdrew 
her patronage and ordered Mother Antoninus to seek refuge else- 
where. Added to this, we find that Father Clowry, the Pastor 
of St. Gabriel’s, was absent in Europe at that time and through 
some oversight was not consulted about the proposed foundation 
in his parish. When he returned and found the Community estab 
lished he made no secret of his displeasure. Here was the cross in 
all its weight but they accepted it graciously. 

Mother Antoninus sought the aid of Father Edward McGlynn, 
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D.D., Pastor of St. Stephen's Church who received her very 
kindly, welcomed her Community to his parish and promised to 
do all in his power to help them—a promise that was faithfully 
kept. During her first year here she had five more novices and six 
postulants, By this time in only one year the house was filled with 
poor and afflicted who were cared for by the daily solicitations of 
this small group of courageous saintly women. No auto those 
days; not even a horse or wagon yet! Footsore and weary they 
sought shelter and within a week, May 1877, found an empty 
house which they rented at 209 East 28th Street near Fourth 
Avenue. Here Dr. McGlynn fitted out the best room in the house 
for a chapel and had the priests of St. Stephen’s offer daily Mass 
for the struggling band of holy religious. On Sundays they at- 
tended Mass in the Church where he reserved front seats for them. 
God had been good to them in the beginning but that was just to 
encourage them. Now they would start in poverty. A detailed 
account of this humble beginning can be read in “Fifty Years in 
Retrospect,” a well written historical account of the first half 
century of the community. The Dominican Fathers at St. Vincent 
Ferrer Church officiated at their receptions and professions. 


Mother Antoninus, although never robust, began to feel the 
physical toll her spiritual struggles had cost. Having consulted 
prominent physicians without a satisfactory diagnosis, an ocean 
voyage was recommended as a cure. But not until late in the 
summer of 1878, after the Reception and Profession on the Feast 
of the Assumption, August 15, did she decide to go. And then 
+t was at Father Rochford’s urgent counsel that she visit Mother 
Hallahan’s Community at Stone, England, to procure a copy of 
the Rule of St. Augustine and the Constitutions as approved by 
the Master General for Third Order Dominican Conventuals. 

As companion for her journey she chose Margaret T. Kiernan 
who was professed as Sister Liguori and whom she appointed as 
her secretary. Sister Ligouri retained that office until her death in 
1904 and it is from here recordings, Deo Gratias! meagre as they 
are, that we deduce our facts. Sister Ligouri Kiernan was well 
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educated. Her father was a prosperous Realtor in New York 
City. 

After a prolonged visit to St. Dominic’s Convent at Stone, 
England, where they closely observed the practices and customs 
of Mother Margaret Hallahan’s Community, they received a copy 
of the Rule of St. Augustine with the Customs and Constitutions 
approved by the Master General of the Dominicans at Rome for 
Conventuals of the Third Order. The Rule of St. Augustine as 
accepted by Our Holy Father St. Dominic never changes nor 
will it ever need to be changed. But the Customs and Constitu- 
tions served as the basis of government for our Community until 
1892. 


Now the cross of predeliction was weighing heavily upon her. 
But a Divine light shone upon her at Lourdes where she had hoped 
to regain health. Her companion relates: “From the very begin- 
ning she was often heard to say, “If God regards favorably the 
building we are trying to erect, He will select a victim for the 
corner-stone of the edifice.” Then with deep sincerity she would 
add: “I should count it a special privilege to be that chosen one.” 
Did mother Antoninus realize her work was near completion al- 
though she had just passed her thirty-second birthday? 

As the Divine Architect planned His society, the Church, and 
after three years’ guidance and companionship left the care of it 
to His Apostles, so Mother Antoninus at the close of her third 
year directing and forming her Community, she, too, would leave 
the growth and development to those who were with her from 
the beginning. 

Truly she lived in the Divine Presence. Her mother brought 
her up that way. How much more real must that Presence have 
been since she accepted His Grace and possessed the whole Truth! 

Close union with God often results in knowledge of things 
to come. Had Mother Antoninus that knowledge? Shortly after 
her return from England, her health gradually became worse. At 
the dawn of the New Year expert medical help was sought all 
to no avail. She felt her Spouse calling and was often heard 
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repeating St. Paul’s words: “I desire to be dissolved and to be 
with Christ.” To add to her physical depression was a mental 
suffering in learning that Father Rochford’s term as Provincial 
had expired and that he was transferred to Newark. She suffered 
much in being deprived of his spiritual guidance. 

After one year’s organization they were deprived of material 
aid. After two more years of faithful struggle the valiant group 
must sacrifice their spiritual Father and soon their Mother. 

Day after day found Mother Antoninus in a more weakened 
condition despite the best medical aid. From February 26 until 
March 2 her sufferings were intense. On Sunday morning March 
2, 1879, the Feast of Blessed Henry Suso, O.P., she seemed much 
relieved. Asking all the Sisters to come to her bedside she spoke 
a few words of advice and comfort by exhorting them to have 
trust in God. She blessed each Sister individually and then her 
Heavenly Spouse took her quietly to Himeelf. 

How very like her Divine Model was her life and death! 

Having left her home and loved ones after embracing the true 
faith she embarked to a foreign land. She spent three years organ’ 
izing and training her young Community. She died at the age of 
thirty-three and was buried in another’s grave because she had 
none of her own. How very like her spotless soul was the white 
coffin of unstained wood that received her precious body. It bore 
no carvings nor ornamentation save a dark wood crucifix fastened 
to the cover and a small plate bearing this inscription: 


MorHerR CATHARINE ANTONINUS THORPE 
Diep Marcu 2, 1879 
AGE 33 YEARS 


On Tuesday morning, March 4, a Solemn Requiem Mass was 
offered for her in the chapel on 28th Street which was furnished 
by Dr. McGlynn hardly two years previous. After Mass, as the 
bereaved community paid their last respects to their departed 
Mother an endless line of rich and poor weeping and sobbing 
moved forward, each one pressing a kiss on the hand of their 
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dead benefactor testifying their gratitude for spiritual and tem- 
poral benefits. 

Divine Providence again came to aid the sorrowful group in 
the person of the Vicar General, Monsignor William Quinn, who 
offered them a plot in Calvary where they very tenderly laid to 
rest the young and holy body of our beloved Foundress. 

At the death of our holy Foundress our Community numbered 
twenty-two professed Sisters, three novices and six postulants. 
The Archives reveal the reception and dismissal of thirty other 
women although the Community was established but three years. 

The burden of government now fell to Sister Agnes, her own 
sister Lucy, elected unanimously on March 16, 1879. But the 
task became too difficult when trials and disappointments in- 
creased. Their meagre funds were exhausted by the charitable 
works they performed and they were obliged to seek shelter in a 
less expensive location and this they found at 514 East 78th 
Street in St. Monica’s Parish. To this house they moved their 
feeble charges and scanty possessions in May 1879. Their only 
bank account was in Heaven but secure in God was their trust. 


Who has Him, lacks nothing! 
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Rev. MorHER Mary Dominic DOWLING, Cat 





“Every branch in Me, that beareth not fruit, he 
will take away; and every one that beareth 
fruit, he will purge it, that it may bring forth 
more fruit.” Onn Cima Lo 


II 


Mother M. Dominic 


1880 - 1893 


Dominican Priory at Newark, N. J., the Vicar General, 
Monsignor William Quinn, became spiritual director to 
the young community and he was assisted by Reverend P. A. 
Dinahan, O.P., as Canonist. They carefully observed the in- 
creasing charitable works these brave women had undertaken 
and they cautiously examined their financial status, which was 
reduced to the point where relatives of the Sisters were paying 
the rent for the Convent at 514 East 78th Street. 
Therefore, on April 9, 1880, at the suggestion of Reverend 
P. A. Dinahan, O.P., Monsignor William Quinn, Vicar General, 
appointed Mother M. Dominic Dowling as Superioress for three 
years to replace Mother M. Agnes who was unable to bear the 
burden, although she was dearly loved by all the Sisters. 
Mother M. Dominic, previous to her entrance, had been a 
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Dominican tertiary under the guidance of Father Rochford, O.P., 
the Dominican Provincial in the United States at that time. Her 
winning personality, as well as her religious zeal and executive 
ability, were well known to the Dominican Father. 

Mother Dominic, formerly Margaret Dowling, was born in 
County Kilkenny, Ireland, in 1853. At the age of sixteen she 
came to New York and settled in St. Vincent Parish. Almost 
immediately she became a Dominican tertiary. 

Father Rochford, O.P. informed her of the work of Mother 
Antoninus Thorpe and she became a postulant on December 8, 
1876, being then twenty-three years of age, beautiful, energetic, 
and filled with the Holy Ghost. Wisdom, Understanding and 
Fortitude she possessed in a remarkable degree. 

What wonderful lessons she must have learned from the holy 
Foundress who was also the Novice Mistress! It is related that 
Mother Antoninus often took this young novice into confidence 
and acted upon her advice. See how God was preparing her for 
the task He would soon assign her. She was less than four years 
in the Community when she received full responsibility. Mother 
Dominic indeed spent herself most nobly and generously in the 
cause of her Community. She was truly the valiant woman such 
as we read of in the Gospel. 


Monsignor Quinn did not interfere with the management of 
the Community but knew well the financial embarrassment which 
existed and foresaw that regular substantial income would be 
necessary if the charitable works were to continue. In a short time 
therefore he issued an ultimatum stating that unless a suitable 
foundation with visible resources could be made within a year, 
the group would be disbanded and the members placed in other 
firmly established communities. This was the death blow to some 
while it inspired others to step out and found other communities 
whose charitable works became varied and are functioning well 
today. 


Among that number was Sister “Agnes, the sister of our 
Foundress who hastened to join her friend, Miss Lucy Smith, who 
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was also a convert from the Episcopal Church and desirous of 
founding a Dominican Congregation to conduct retreats for lay- 
women. 

In February 1877, Miss Lucy Smith became a postulant in 
our first house at 697 Second Avenue. 

Realizing that she could not develop her idea of retreats in 
our community and knowing that was the work God had as- 
signed her she withdrew at the end of April the same year, A 
friendship had been formed, however, which would last until 
death. 

Her admiration and affection for Mother Antoninus is 
attested by her letters which relate her frequent visits during the 
next three years but particularly during Mother’s last illness and 
her attendance at the funeral. 

On May 24, 1800, Miss Lucy Smith, having been a secular 
Dominican Tertiary for four years pronounced her holy vows 
of religion taking the name, Sister Catherine de Ricci. 

On June 21, the same year, she was joined by her first two 
companions, Sister Agnes and Sister Francis de Sales who be- 
came co-founders with Miss Lucy Smith, and religious life for 
St. Catherine de Ricci’s Albany Dominicans began on that day, 
although the foundation house was at Glens Falls, N. Y. It was in 
1882 that the little community settled in Albany. 

Sister Agnes and Sister de Sales retained their names and 
Sister Agnes lived until 1899 when her Heavenly Bridegroom 
called her while at Norfolk, Va., where she had accompanied a 
sick member of the community who was sent there to recuperate. 

Her precious body was brought home and laid to rest in their 
Community cemetery at Albany. 

Had Mother Dominic been fainthearted what would have be- 
come of the Community which at the end of the year 1880 was 
reduced from twenty-two to eight professed Sisters including her- 
self, namely: 


1. Mother Dominic Dowling 
2. Sister M. Aloysius Hughes 
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3. Sister M. Ligouri Kiernan 

4. Sister M. Monica O’Keete 

5. Sister M. Vincent Murphy 

6. Sister M. Lucy Cashen (who lett later ) 
7. Sister M. Augustine Britt 

8. Sister M. Pauline Kelly 


There were also two white novices namely: Sister M. Catherine 
Riordan, who pioneered our Community in the Diocese of St. 
Louis, and Sister M. Magdalen Sullivan who left some time after 
simple profession. 

Mother Dominic was also forbidden to accept postulants until 
the Community would be launched on a reliable financial basis. 

Here now the words of Holy Writ were actually realized: 
“Unless the grain of wheat, falling into the ground die, itself 
remaineth alone. If it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” Mother 
Antoninus had departed this life little more than a year. 

Also, ‘Unless a man be born again of water and the Holy 
Ghost, he shall not enter the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

Truly this was a rebirth for the Community; veritable fire 
and water. 

God’s grace working in the faithful few kept them loyal to 
their spiritual mother. Their holy Foundress had taught them to 
be ever mindful of the presence of God; that He knows and sees 
and does all things; that His creatures are just little instruments 
in His powerful Hands. “Confidence in the Providence of God” 
was her favorite maxim. 


Therefore, pray and pray they must! 
For in God they had implicit trust! 


Daily solicitation of alms continued; Mother Dominic doing 
double duty; begging from door to door and at the same time on 
the watch for a suitable foundation. Fervent prayers from pure 
hearts certainly reach the Heart of God. Who could even faintly 
estimate the fervor of their prayers which brought such a bounti- 
ful answer! 
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With Mother Dominic to think was to act! She lost no time 
doing either! Neither did she ever allow a golden opportunity to 
pass her. So it was while begging food for her charges in Center 
Street Market on a sultry August day Mother Dominic met a 
merchant named Patrick Fahey to whom she made known her 
struggle. She wanted a home for her poor; a house for the af- 
flicted; an asylum for the orphans and this she must build for 
nothing in the city seemed suitable. 


To build costs money 

Of that she had none; 

But she knew it was God’s work 
And soon it would be done. 


At that time the Beekman Estate on East Sixty-third Street, 
between First and Second Avenues was offered for sale. Patrick 
Fahey had Mother Dominic examine it and she desired it im- 
mediately. It consisted of four lots valued at $4,000 each. 

God had now placed in her path a staunch and lifelong friend 
to the Community. 

Overwhelmed with admiration at the gigantic undertaking 
of this little band of valiant women he offered the purchase 
price of the four lots. But the Realtor amazed and anxious also 
to help the project gave the four lots for four thousand dollars. 
Mr. Fahey, R.I-P., proved invaluable in securing the architect 
and contractors and presented Mother Dominic with $30,000 to 
begin the work. Within the year the foundation was made and 
the building although not complete was ready for occupancy. 

On December 4, 1881, Mother Dominic Dowling with her 
eight faithful nuns and two novices left 514 East 78th Street 
bringing fifty-two children to open their new convent at 329 
East 63rd Street. 

This first real foundation was dedicated to Our Lady of the 
Rosary under whose patronage our Founder, Father Rochford. 
O.P. placed our Community with the title, “Dominican Congre- 
gation of Our Lady of the Rosary.” 
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Early in 1880 the records show that the Sisters had in those 
four years supported, educated and rescued for society more than 
five hundred girls whom they had placed in positions where they 
were earning respectable livelihoods. 

What about Guidance Programs in those days! 

And all this was done solely by their daily solicitations with 
the exception of small donations from the excise fund which did 
not equal two thousand dollars in the entire time. No city nor 
state aid was as yet offered. 

In August 1880 Mother Dominic through the advice and 
efforts of Mr. Thomas Nolan, a Counsellor-at-Law, had her com- 
munity incorporated under the laws of the State of New York. 
The purpose of the Corporation being: “Benevolent, Religious, 
Reformatory, Literary, Collegiate and University.” 

Early in 1882 the new convent although not completed was 
blessed as a formal priory by the Vicar General, Monsignor 
William Quinn, with Mother Dominic as Prioress with full per- 
mission to accept postulants. 


One of the first acts of Mother Dominic was to appoint 
Sister M. Catherine Riordan as Sub-Prioress and Novice Mistress; 
Sister M. Vincent Murphy as Bursar and Sister M. Ligouri Kier’ 
nan who was secretary to our holy Mother Foundress retained 
that office. 

At the time our Community was founded the city’s destitute 
and orphaned Catholic children were sent to almshouses and 
often to unsuitable homes where their faith and morals were 
endangered. They developed undesirable personality traits because 
of the lack of religious discipline and proper training in good 
habit formation. Our holy Foundress was most anxious to rescue 
and save these young people for society. Therefore, she filled her 
house on 28th Street to its capacity without any remuneration. 
Their sole support being the soliciting of alms and drawing con- 
tinuously on their family means. The families of some of the 
Sisters paid the rent and supplied the groceries. 

After many long pleadings on the part of fair-minded leaders, 
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the city legislation decided to provide thirty-eight cents per day 
for each child under two years of age committed through the 
courts to private child-caring institutions. Mother Dominic real- 
izing the importance of child-care and its effect upon future 
society was very quick to offer her new convent as a child-caring 
home. 

The first group she received came from a private home which 
the authorities had closed on account of neglect and ill treatment. 
Disease was prevalent among the children and morality at a very 
low. ebb. Several cases of blindness were averted by the watchful 
care of the Sisters under the direction of first-class physicians 
whom Mother Dominic engaged. Some of the Sisters contracted 
the eye disease and one postulant, Sister M. Rose Riordan, a 
sister to the Novice Mistress finally lost her sight. 

At the close of the year 1882 the Sisters had under their care 
one hundred twenty-eight girls many of whom were committed 
through the courts for whose support and education the city now 
paid thirty-eight cents a day. For these the sum of $8,560 was 
a magnificent help at that time. The report of that year shows 
that $34,000 of the debt on the convent had been paid. The entire 
cost of the convent was $80,000. 

Late summer 1883 saw the completion of Holy Rosary Con- 
vent when, the northeast wing was added. In this section was 
placed the chapel large enough for both Sisters and girls while 
the Community room and several classrooms comprised the upper 
floors. 


On October 21, 1883, Vicar General, Monsignor William 
Quinn, officiated at the Dedication Ceremonies most generously 
congratulating Mother Dominic and the Community which a 
short time previous he expected to disperse. 

Mother Dominic’s foresight. peered far into the future. She 
would have these unfortunate little ones well trained before 
launching them into society. Therefore, she saw to it with deep 
interest that the Sisters were well qualified in each field of en- 
deavor. These children, besides completing the required studies 
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for elementary school were given a thorough training in Home- 
making, Home-nursing and Child-care. Mother Dominic herself 
observed her charges noting talents for needlecraft, music and 
art. She delighted in discovering and developing any talent and to 
do this she often engaged experts following the example of her 
First Superioress and Holy Foundress, Mother M. Catharine 
Antoninus. Real functional Guidance has always been an integral 
part of the teaching system of our Community from the days of 
our pioneer Sisters. 

But Mother Dominic was not happy caring for girls only. 
She desired that families be kept together as much as possible. 
She wanted a home for boys many of whom were brothers to the 
girls under the Sisters’ care. In the Spring of 1884 she put this 
thought into action. 

While on a visit to the Dominican Sisters recently established 
at Blauvelt, N. Y., Mother Dominic noticed a certain large estate 
very picturesquely resting at the foot of a mountain and facing 
a beautiful lake. Inquiring about it, she learned the owner was a 
confirmed bigot named Johnson who nourished such hatred for 
Catholicism that he refused to sell surplus ice to the priest of the 
nearby parish of Piermont. 

An interesting and detailed account of this victory is found 
in “Fifty Years in Retrospect,” a very scholarly work written 
by Sister M. Loyola Reynolds of our Congregation who went 
to her reward in 1942, R.I.P. 

Finally, on June 19, 1884, four Sisters took possession of the 
estate. The convent was named after St. Agnes of Montepulciano, 
a town in Italy, where this thirteenth century Dominican Nun 
founded a convent. Mother Dominic appointed Sister Pauline 
Superioress and in two weeks time they were ready to receive 
twenty-five boys, brothers of the girls at Holy Rosary Convent, 
329 East 63rd Street, New York City. Two large buildings were 
soon erected and in February 1885, seventy-five more boys were 
brought to their country home. 

In March 1889, the Convent and Chapel were dedicated to 
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St. Agnes by the Most Reverend Archbishop Corrigan. St. Agnes 
then had eleven frame buildings and great was the joy of the 
Sisters because of the open country for the healthful recreation 
and physical development of their charges. 

The Cottage System and Group Plan which is fostered so 
earnestly today in Child-Caring institutions was inaugurated by 
that dauntless and wide-visioned Mother Dominic as early as 
1889. Eight of these buildings were the children’s cottages; each 
cottage occupied by thirty boys or girls and the Sisters in charge 
of these groups were veritable mothers to them. 

The other three of the eleven buildings were the Sisters’ Con- 
vent, Children’s Infirmary and Bakery. The Infirmary and Bakery 
are the only buildings which survived the disastrous fire. 

Mother Dominic’s next venture was the purchase of a few 
adjoining acres of land bordering on the estate at Sparkill. This 
new section was to be used as a burial place for the Sisters. Our 
holy Foundress it will be remembered was buried in the diocesan 
plot in Calvary. It was the work of Mother Dominic’s successor, 
however, to remove the venerated remains to our own sacred 
spot. 

As we have seen Mother Dominic was appointed Superioress 
for three years on April 9, 1880, by Vicar General Monsignor 
William Quinn, Rev. P. A. Dinahan, O.P. presiding as canonist. 

On April 8, 1883, Mother Dominic was reappointed Supert- 
oress for another three years by the same ecclesiastical Superior. 
This time she received the title Prioress because the Convent 
she had built was Community property. 

On April 8, 1886, however, Mother Dominic was elected 
Superioress of the Community for six years according to the 
forms of the Constitutions approved for Dominican Sisters; Vicar 
General Monsignor William Quinn presiding and Reverend J. R. 
Meagher, O.P., canonist. 

Because of the revision of the Constitutions in 1892, the elec- 
tion did not take place until early 1893. 


“During these years, Doctor Constantine MacGuire, whose 
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invaluable cooperation in the establishing of the institution can 
never be over-appreciated, was the sole medical attendant of Sis- 
ters and children. Single-handed, he did a work which anyone with 
less love for his profession or less charity for the suffering poor 
could hardly have achieved. His sure touch and unerring judg- 
ment inspired extraordinary confidence. Sometimes when epidem- 
ics seemed beyond control, he would call in consultation other 
eminent physicians who were on the staff of St. Francis Hospital. 
In cases of eye disease his consultant was the distinguished Dr. 
Peter Callan.” (Fifty Years in Retrospect, pp. 48-49.) 


A word of gratitude is very apropos here to the eminent 
Doctor John J. Reid, the eye specialist, who has taken most ex 
cellent care of our Sisters for many long years. 

Doctor Constantine MacGuire, Jr. has extended the tradi- 
tions of his eminent father in bestowing his friendly professional 
services upon our very grateful Community. 

Space will not permit the listing of names and addresses of the 
prominent Physicians; Medical Doctors, Specialists, Surgeons and 
Dentists, Morticians also who are generous friends and real bene- 
factors of our Congregation of Our Lady of the Rosary. To do 
Justice we should require a list of forty or more of each, for each 
of our mission houses is befriended by local professional men. 
Our Dominican customs demand daily prayers for our friends 
and benefactors. We know their reward will be great in Heaven 
for by their kind charity they are, “laying up treasures for them- 
selves where the moth will not consume or rust destroy.” 
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“Learn of Me for I am meek and 
humble of heart.” Matt. Ch. 11:29 
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Mother M. Peter 


1893 - 1896 


Mother Foundress brought them to us in 1878 formed the 

basis of government until 1892. It became necessary to 
revise them in order to meet the needs of local conditions and 
avoid complications which were continually arising. With the 
consent of Most Reverend Archbishop Corrigan the revision 
was made and the changed Constitutions were adopted early in 
1893. The English Constitutions provided for the election of 
Prioresses only. Now the Community had two priories and one 
must remain the Motherhouse having a Mother General, There- 
fore on February 23, 1893 was held the first election for Mother 
General and as a result this responsibility was placed upon Sister 
M. Peter Kennedy. She generously devoted her time and talents 
to strengthen and continue the work begun by our holy Foundress 
and carried on by that valiant woman, Mother Dominic. Shortly 
after Mother Peter’s election Sister M. Thomas, who had been 


| Constitutions of the English Dominicans as our 
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prioress at St. Agnes from 1888 to 1893, was transferred to Holy 
Rosary as Prioress and Mother Dominic became Prioress of St. 
Agnes at Sparkill. 

Mother Peter, of happy memory, served the Community as 
Mother General for three years, 1893-1896. She was remarkable 
for her gentleness and humility. In her latter days she seemed 
to be all spirit, holiness radiating from her entire being. Her meek- 
ness was really heavenly. On first meeting any young sister her 
words of greeting always penetrating with joy: “I hope Saint— 
Sister’s name—will make a great saint of you.” 

On May 19, 1894, fifteen years after the death of our beloved 
Foundress, occurred the demise of Sister M. De Pazzi McKeon, 
and as the new cemetery was not yet in readiness she was buried 
beside Mother Antoninus in the plot at Calvary. Holy Rosary 
Convent was still the Motherhouse and Mother Peter was present 
at the holy death of this young sister, professed only two years. 

Soon after this the cemetery was graded, walks were laid 
out, plots were arranged and an immense black crucifix bearing 
a huge bronze corpus surmounted the hill. Now in the year 1951 
His outstretched arms embrace one hundred fourteen faithful 
departed daughters of our great Father St. Dominic. Requiescant 
in pace. 

As our community had a second birth, so our foundress had 
a second funeral, but this time a companion also. It was Mother 
Peter who arranged to transfer the two bodies from Calvary to 
our own cemetery. The plot in Calvary was gratefully returned 
to the Arch-diocese and has since been used for the burial of 
priests. 

Mother Peter lived to an advanced age and died as she lived 
in the fervor of sanctity, January 19, 1941. She had the joy, if 
it may be called so, of seeing her sister, Mother M. Reginald 
Kennedy, Mother General of our Community at a later date. 








“Amen I say to you, as long as you did 
it to one of these my least brethren, you 
did it to me.” Matt. Ch. 25:40 


IV 


Mother M. Dominic 


1896 - 1900 


URING THE YEARS 1876-1895 the Community had grown 

| ) by God’s grace in fervor and in strength. It was decided 

in 1895 to change the Motherhouse and Novitiate to St. 

Agnes Convent, Sparkill, and in April 1896 Archbishop Corrigan 

appointed Mother Dominic as Mother General, and in August 

the same year Mother Peter was elected Prioress of St. Agnes, 

Sparkill, and Sister M. Thomas was appointed Prioress of Holy 
Rosary. 

Worthy mention should be made here of the heroic work of 
our pioneer sisters for eleven years among the destitute colored 
children of New York City. Monsignor John E. Burke volun- 
teered to do all in his power to save the souls of these poor people. 
In 1883 Cardinal McCloskey appointed him to the task. On No- 
vember 18, 1883, St. Benedict the Moor Church on Bleecker 
St., formerly a Universalist church, was dedicated for use of the 
Colored. Three years later Father Burke opened a refuge for the 
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Colored orphans at 120 MacDougall Street, called St. Benedict’s 
Home. Here on December 8, 1886 Mother Dominic sent three 
Sisters with Sister M. Thomas as superioress to begin their mis- 
sion work. Monsignor Burke wished these poor children to enjoy 
country air and life. In March 1890 he secured eight acres of 
land at Rye, New York, had a fine building erected and the close 
of that year found eleven of our Sisters there caring for one 
hundred sixty Colored children under the direction of Sister M. 
Raymond. . | 

In 1897 by the counsel of Archbishop Corrigan the Mission 
of the Immaculate Virgin conducted by the Franciscan Sisters as 
sumed charge of St. Benedict Home at Rye thus releasing four 
Sisters and enabling Mother Dominic to use their services else- 
where. Therefore, in the same year she undertook two new pro 
jects: The first step in Parish School work was begun at Nyack, 
New York in St. Ann’s School in the spring of 1897. Sister Im- 
maculata Cullum, a sister to the late Father Cullum of Sacred 
Heart Church, Suffern, was placed in charge and given three 
sisters as assistants. 

Later in the same year through the repeated requests of Mayor 
Strong that Mother Dominic open an institution for babies under 
two years of age, she rented a house for this purpose on Sixty- 
fifth Street. Here on November 9, 1897 Sister M. Imelda and 
six other Sisters opened St. Joseph Home for Babies with thirty 
little ones. 

Mother Dominic desiring these infants to benefit by fresh 
air and sunshine began to look for a suitable location. As has 
been noticed before, God always came to her assistance in answer 
to her prayers and those of the holy souls in the Community. 
Truly they were all holy as many sisters living today can testify. 

However, two God-given benefactors informed her of the 
Grote estate in the East Bronx. It comprised a square block, from 
East 182nd Street to 183rd Street between Cambreleng and Bel 
mont Avenues. $41,000 was the price required. All the Com- 
munity had was $11,000. These two benefactors who desired to 


[31] 











Most REv. MICHAEL AUGUSTINE CorricaN, S8.T.L. 
Third Archbishop of New York 1885-1902 





MOTHER M. DOMINIC 


remain unknown but who surely have been blessed by God, gave 
the $30,000 needed and Mother Dominic bought the estate. 

On the Feast of the Sacred Heart June 1899 the house on 
Sixty-fifth Street was closed and the Sisters brought the babies 
to the new St. Joseph Home in the Bronx. 

An immense brick mansion graced the center of this block, 
while facing Belmont Avenue was a frame house where the 
servants and livery men of the Grote family resided. To care 
properly for infants necessitated the erection of suitable buildings. 
Having no finances to undertake this plan, Mother Dominic fol’ 
lowed the advice of Reverend Christopher Reilly who had been 
here about a year endeavoring to establish the parish of St. Martin 
of Tours. His strong insistence that educational pursuits would 
be more successful here than an Infant Asylum surely had weight. 
Accordingly, the frame house was remodelled with little cost and 
a day Academy for the children of the new parish was opened 
on February 2, 1900 with Sister M. Veronica as Principal and 
Superior. Infant care was discontinued in the fall of the same 
year. The mansion served as the Administration Building and 
Convent for the Sisters. 

Meantime the Community was carrying a heavy cross. It must 
have been noticed that every event in the life of our Community 
occurred on a special feast day. The date of the great catastrophe 
was no exception. The feast of St. Augustine, August 28, 1899, 
saw nine of the eleven buildings at St. Agnes Convent, Sparkill, 
reduced to ashes by fire of an undiscovered origin. Only the 
children’s infirmary and the bake house escaped destruction. 
These two were badly scorched but were repaired and are 
preserved to the present time. 

Archbishop Corrigan came that day to Mother Dominic as 
it was the day appointed for the dedication of the baby home 
opened at Belmont the preceding June. Truly he lifted her heavy 
cross by giving her the use of the diocesan seminary at Troy 
which was just vacated that summer as the Faculty and Seminar- 
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sans moved to the new St. Joseph Seminary which is now at Dun- 
woodie, Yonkers. 

The girls of St. Agnes Home were brought to Holy Rosary 
Convent, 329 East 63rd Street and on September 8, 1899, Sister 
M. Christina, R.I.P. and eleven other Sisters brought two hun 
dred boys to Troy. 

For a complete detail of this sad event the reader is referred 
to “Fifty Years in Retrospect,” pp. (91-111). 

Our grief-stricken Mother Dominic having spent all the com- 
munity had to purchase the Grote estate in May 1899 was bereft 
of her Motherhouse and Novitiate in August of the same year. 
The financial loss was estimated at $130,000. The insurance 
granted was only $80,000. 

During the year following the fire, Mother Dominic made 
frequent journeys to Troy in the interests of her Sisters and chil- 
dren. Always frail and delicate she was crushed physically by the 
great cross, but her confidence in God was unbounded and Fortr 
tude possessed her wholly as she gazed upon the smoldering ruins 
of thirteen years of labor and finance stretched betore her. 

She began plans at once for rebuilding; this time with brick 
and stone. The new Motherhouse must be fireproof. Her first 
hope was in the orphan children at Holy Rosary Convent, al- 
though many kind benefactors had already presented her with 
substantial gifts. 

Mother Dominic herself prepared the girls at Holy Rosary 
during the winter for an entertainment which was given at Lenox 
Lyceum, June 12, 1900 to increase the building fund for St. 
Agnes at Sparkill. Ecclesiastical authorities and City Officials 
showed great interest in her cause. She rejoiced at the precision 
and success of the children giving great thanks to God for the 
soodly sum realized which she happily added to the many large 
donations she continued to receive. 

Mother Dominic, although steadily failing in health, was very 
hopeful but in God’s Divine Plan it was her successor who would 
rebuild St. Agnes. She went to Troy the day following the enter- 
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tainment in such ill health that she was forced to stop several 
times on her way from the train depot to the Seminary where the 
Sisters awaited her. Immediately the Sisters engaged the best phy- 
sicians possible but Mother Dominic had completed her life work; 
she never rose from her bed. 

Her Heavenly Spouse brought her to her eternal reward on 
July 14, 1900, and her precious body was brought back to her 
first Motherhouse, Holy Rosary Convent, 329 East 63rd Street, 
New York City. A Solemn Requiem was offered for her in St. 
Vincent Ferrer Church. The funeral cortege proceeded to Sparkill 
and her coffin was lowered at the foot of the Crucifix in the Con- 
vent cemetery where she rests beside our holy Foundress, Mother 
Antoninus Thorpe. With, all her accomplishments she was only 
forty-six years of age and in the twenty-fourth year of her relig- 
ious life. The Community under her administration had increased 
from nine to ninety-five professed religious caring for approxi- 
mately one thousand children. 
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“And now there remain faith, hope, and 
charity, these three: but the greatest of 
these is charity.” Te Ons 13 


V 


Mother M. Thomas 


1900 - 1924 


OTHER M. THomas GarcGan was born in Philadelphia, 
MV December 28, 1854. Her pious parents named her Cath- 
| erine hoping she would emulate the virtues of the great 
saint. From early youth God endowed her with a great love for 
the poor. At first she desired to care for the Aged Poor. But God 
had His designs for her. And how well she fulfilled His will dur- 
ing her entire life! 

Perhaps it was Father Rochford himself or Fathers Lily or 
Dinahan; all Dominicans who knew of the work of Mother An- 
toninus and the need at this time of Mother Dominic for assist- 
ants. One Dominican priest who saw her supernatural qualities 
radiating from her brilliant mind and generous heart advised her 
to come to New York to care for the poor orphaned and destitute 
children. 

Our Community was only eight years old when Catherine 
Gargan applied for entrance. How Mother Dominic must have 
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rejoiced when she met this splendid young woman. She was thirty 
years of age, full of wisdom and grace, anxious to give her life 
to the service of God in caring for his less fortunate children. 
How well she understood those words: “The least you do to 
these my little ones, you do unto Me.” 

A long religious life of forty-one years was ahead of her! She 
died at the age of seventy-one on March 26, 1925. St. Dominic 
sndeed must have been proud of her and her Divine Spouse 
showed His pleasure at every event of her life. 

Sister Thomas, professed only two years was appointed by 
Mother Dominic to take charge of St. Benedict Home for Colored 
children at McDougall Street. She began this great work with 
three Sisters. 

Could it be possible that this most charitable work for God's 
abandoned brought such great blessings upon her later endeavor? 
At the close of the retreat in August that summer 1900 she was 
appointed Mother General by Archbishop Corrigan for six years. 
How admirably she fulfilled this office may be judged by her unan- 
«mous choice at the three General Chapters which followed; keep- 
ing her Mother General for twenty-four years. Immediately 
requests came from the diocese of St. Louis to send teaching 5Sis- 
ters for parish schools. 

While Mother Thomas was Mother General (1900-1924) 
she established the Community in five dioceses with twenty-four 
elementary schools and two high schools. Many other requests 
were made but she had not enough Sisters to take up the work. 

However, the greatest task facing Mother Thomas upon her 
appointment was the rebuilding of the Motherhouse which was 
completely destroyed by fire in August 1899. It was March 25, 
1901 when excavation began. In the meantime our Motherhouse, 
Novitiate, and child-caring home were located in the old diocesan 
seminary at Troy, N. Y., St. Joseph Seminary at Yonkers having 
been opened shortly before our fire. 

To erect a suitable Motherhouse required a great sum of 
money. After the building fund of $80,000 was exhausted, a 
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mortgage was carried on Sparkill property through the Emigrant 
Savings Bank and still a third loan was found necessary and this 
did not suffice. Acting on sound advice, Mother Thomas sold 
about half of the Grote estate in the Bronx for which she received 
$55,000. At last, on the Feast of Our Lady of Mercy in 1902, 
our Sisters and children left the old seminary at Troy to live in 
their new St. Agnes Convent at Sparkill, 

Mother began at once to plan a chapel that would accom- 
modate the children as well as the Sisters. Her mind was ever on 
God's little ones. Gradually the chapel came into being—a verit- 
able cathedral—dedicated to the Sacred Heart and from the day 
of its opening the Litany of the Sacred Heart forms part of our 
morning prayers to protect us from fire. The corridor connecting 
the chapel with the convent is a reminder of the cloister as well 
as of our departed Sisters. It is the Dominican custom to recite 
the De Profundis every time one passes through the corridor. 

While the Motherhouse provided classrooms for the boys 
under our care Mother Thomas was not satisfied. She desired the 
boys to “go out” to school and have a home to come to after 
school. Before long the beautiful school which boasts of every ad- 
vantage and accommodation was ready for use while the former 


classrooms in the convent were converted into dining and living 
rooms. 


From the very foundation of our community study formed 
part of the daily program. We saw that our holy Foundress her- 
self held classes in Latin and Music each day although she had a 
small group and lived with her community only three years. 
Mother Dominic continued and expanded the educational plan 
to meet the requirements of highest standards in order that her 
Sisters would be qualified to train the poor and destitute to be 
useful and respectable members of society. 

Mother Thomas extended the education of her Sisters even 
to the university level and when the “Mitchell Investigation” 
bore down upon all institutions demanding qualifications and ex- 
amining reports a fervent “Deo Gratias” echoed from all hearts 
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when conditions were found most satisfactory in our child-caring 
homes; girls from two years of age to sixteen and more at Holy 
Rosary Convent; boys from two years up to sixteen and over at 
St. Agnes Convent, Sparkill, were being well prepared to take 
their places in society. 


As early as 1903 when the college of New Rochelle offered 
summer courses Mother Thomas sent a large representation from 
our community; others she sent to Columbia University and for 
many others, classes were held at Holy Rosary Convent where 
expert professors from the best universities gave various courses 
to better qualify the Sisters teaching in parish schools. Mother 
Thomas desired each Sister who taught to pass the State Exam- 
inations which entitled her to.a State Life Teacher Certificate. 


In the spring of 1920 Mother Thomas succeeded after more 
than a year of pleading with Fordham University to grant admis- 
sion to our Sisters to attend their classes. Up to that date the 
Jesuit Fathers taught only men. Persistent requests of our Com: 
munity finally brought the permission from Rome and fifteen Sis- 
ters of our Community were the first and only nuns on their 
campus. Other Jesuit universities soon followed the policy of 


Fordham. Now nearly all Jesuit colleges are glad to accept women 
as well as men. 


Also in May of the same year Mother Thomas affiliated our 
Sisters at St. Agnes Normal Institute with the Catholic Univer 
sity at Washington, D.C. Although novices are restricted by 
Canon Law in their studies, after profession they may continue 
the prescribed courses which when satisfactorily completed will 
win admission to the University or to any afhliated college. 

Early in her administration Mother Thomas had our Com: 
munity absorbed into the great Dominican Family whose Master 
General resides in Rome. The Brief which brought the affiliation 
from the hand of Father Hyacinth Cormier, O.P.M.G. on the 
17th day of May 1906 may be read in its entirety in ‘Fifty 
Years in Retrospect.” 


Until 1923 the revised constitutions which were previously 
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mentioned in Chapter Two formed the basis of government for 
our Community. But the new code of Canon Law which wert 
‘nto force on Pentecost Sunday, 1918, provides that the texts of 
the Constitutions of all Congregations must be corrected to ac: 
cord with its prescriptions. 

The New Code provides for a General Chapter to be held 
every six years, this Chapter to be composed of the Mother-Gen- 
eral, ex-Mothers-General, the members of the General Council, 
the Secretary-General, the Bursar-General, the Superior and an 
elected delegate from every house of twelve or more Sisters, as 
also a Superior and a delegate elected by the smaller houses com- 
bined to the number of twelve Sisters. This General Chapter 1s 
both deliberative and legislative. Superioresses are required to 
render to it an account of their administrations, and regulations 
are promulgated for the government and well-being of the whole 
Congregation. The Mother General is voted in by the General 
Chapter, and her election is followed by that of Vicaress-General 
and three other Counsellors who, with the Mother General, form 
the General Council. 


Until the New Code went into effect Prioresses were elected 
by the Sisters who were resident in their priortes. Their election 
is now reserved to the General Council, as is also that of all local 
superioresses. It was further decreed that the elections should be 
held in midsummer in order to avoid interference with the schools. 
In conformity with the revised Constitutions the letter of convo- 
cation of the General Chapter must be sent to all houses of the 
Congregation three months previous to the date set for the elec 
tions. Special daily prayers to the Holy Ghost begin on the day 
the letter arrives and continue until the elections are closed. 

It is at these meetings that changes are made in the habit 
after the pros and cons have been recorded by the delegates. As 
may be noticed in the pictures in this book, Mother Dominic 
made a very acceptable change in the coife or whimple as it is 
sometimes called. At her time the labor entailed and time con: 
sumed in laundering and setting up the headpiece warranted a 
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more simple form. Hence it was decided by vote to separate the 
cap, band and cape thus facilitating the labor and curtailing much 
time. The veil too was made to fit more closely by being made 
flat over the forehead instead of round. During the administration 
of Mother Thomas the crease in the center of the veil over the 
forehead was adopted to insure more security in pinning the cap. 

Mother Thomas who was now in her seventy-first year was 
also in a state of declining health and as each week came to an 
end the Sisters who loved her dearly became more and more 
anxious. Mother Thomas was more to them than just the Mother 
General of a congregation. Each Sister’s problems were her prob- 
lems also. She knew almost intimately every member of each Sis- 
ter’s family and always asked for the health and welfare of their 
parents. 

Her personality is truly described in the following quotation 
from the “Catholic News” on the occasion of her funeral, March 
BOGIO2 3: 

“Mother Thomas possessed in an eminent degree the spirit of 
Faith. It was her deep anchor. The mutabilities of life, the contra- 
dictions of untoward circumstances, never disturbed her equanim- 
ity of mind, for she rested on God’s Will. The keynotes of her 
character were sweetness and charity. She cared naught for the 
world when her mission and that of her Sisters was accomplished; 
she was devoted to duty and her energy never flagged until age 
and infirmity set their stamp upon her.” She died in her seventy- 
first year, having given almost forty-two years of noble, self- 
sacrificing service to the Lord of the Universe. R.L.P. 
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Rev. MoTHER Mary REGINA 


“I found Him Whom my soul 
loveth.” Cant. 3:4 


“Thou are all fair, O my love, 
and there 1s not a spot in thee.’ 


Cant. 4:7 


Vi 


Mother M. Regina 


July to November 1924 


oTHER M. Recina SMITH was born in County Cavan, 
M\ Ireland and was brought to this country while quite 
: young. She entered our Community in 1887 when it 
was only eleven years founded. 

Mother Regina, unlike her predecessors, was not destined to 
plan the erection of buildings of wood or brick. Her life’s work 
of thirty-seven years in God’s service was spent in the Spiritual 
Way. Generously gifted by God with a profusion of solid virtue, 
sanctity permeated the atmosphere surrounding her presence. She 
seemed even in youth to have reached the height of holiness and 
this was observed by Archbishop Corrigan, who appointed her 
to the office of Novice Mistress in 1895 to replace Sister Pius who 
held the same for one year previous. She having been chosen for 
that office when Mother Peter was elected Mother General. 

It is quite probable that during the sixteen years (1895-1911) 
while Mother Regina was Novice Mistress more than two hun- 
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dred young Sisters, many of them living today, Deo Gratias, had 
the benefit of her saintly training and holy example. 

From 1911 until 1920 she was elected and reelected Prioress 
of our Motherhouse. What a great joy each and every Sister ex- 
perienced on returning to St. Agnes for Summer School and to 
make her annual retreat, by the motherly embrace and sincere 
greeting of both Mother Thomas, our Mother General, and Sister 
Regina, Prioress of St. Agnes. 

In 1920 when Sister M. Raymond was elected Prioress, Sister 
Regina was retained as Sub-Prioress. 

It was about this time that her health and the health of Mother 
Thomas began to decline. Loving and grateful Sisters watched 
with sadness and distress these two chosen souls nearing the end 
of life’s journey. 

In January 1924, Monsignor Chidwick, Spiritual Director, ap- 
pointed Sister Regina to assist Mother Thomas by assuming all 
responsibilities of the Community, and in July at the General 
Chapter she was elected Mother General. Mother Regina, who 
cared not for earthly glory, whose soul seemed always enjoying 
the presence of God, felt the weight of this new responsibility, 
and in a short time bodily infirmity rendered her helpless to the 
Community which she had spent so many years forming. She bore 
long weeks of intense suffering with heroic silence and patience 
which her holy life of self-control and practised virtue had gained 
her. Her very personality seemed to be the epitome of the Gifts 
and the Fruits of the Holy Ghost: Wisdom itself seemed to have 
possessed her; Understanding had penetrated the depths of her 
soul: Counsel from her was never failing; Fortitude she practised 
to a point of teaching it by example; Piety breathed forth in every 
glance, movement, smile and gentle bow of her noble head; Fear 
of the Lord was certainly for her the beginning of Wisdom. For 
to fear Him is to love Him and she was entirely absorbed in His 
Love. 

In September 1919 a postulant, perhaps too outspoken but 
nevertheless truthful said upon first meeting her: “O this nun 1s 
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the saint of the House! She must be the Superior!” Mother Regina 
was sitting at a little desk in the small office—but oh! the radi- 
ance! She arose, smiled, bowed her head in acknowledgement of 
the introduction, but spoke no word. There were present Mother 
Thomas, Sister Pauline, Sister Bernadine and Sister Imelda, the 
Novice Mistress then. All have since been called to their heavenly 
reward. Sister Pauline spoke for all saying; “Indeed she is. She 
is our Prioress.”’ 

She bore her last illness with undisturbed serenity, her facial 
expressions never giving sign of the intensity of the pain she 
suffered. Great sorrow filled the heart of every Sister in the Com- 
munity. For all without exception admired and loved her for she 
was truly the Spouse of Christ. 

On November 17, 1824 her Heavenly Spouse relieved her of 
this life to reward her with a crown of glory. How happy her 
predecessors must have been to greet her! God grant we may see 
them all in the realms of Eternal Bliss. After a Solemn High 
Requiem in our Convent Chapel she was carried to her final 
resting place at the foot of the Crucifix beside her companions 
who had been rewarded before her. 














Rev. MoTHER Mary REGINALD, O.P. 


“I can do all things in Him Who 
strengtheneth me.” Phil. 4:13 


Vi 


Mother M. Reainald 


1924 - 1930 


1924, a special General Chapter had to be convoked in 

order to elect a Mother General. The result of the Chap- 
ter placed the government of the Community in the hands of 
Mother Reginald Kennedy who had been elected Vicaress at the 
preceding chapter. 

It will be remembered that her sister, Mother Peter Kennedy, 
served the Community in the same office from 1893 to 1896. 
Since the revision of Canon Law the term of office for the Gen- 
eral of a Community is six years with the privilege of reelection. 

During the administration of Mother Reginald she was called 
upon to supply Sisters for six elementary schools; Cathedral High 
School Annex at St. John Chrysostom which later was transferred 
to Ss. Peter and Paul School, also St. Rose Settlement at 257 
Fast 71st Street, Manhattan. The six elementary schools were 
located in three dioceses namely: Brooklyn, St. Mary Magdalene 


O ACCOUNT of the death of Mother Regina in November 
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in Springfield Gardens; Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Richmond 
Hill. In New York Diocese, St. Rose of Lima, West 164th Street; 
St. Martin of Tours, East 182nd Street, Bronx. In the diocese 
of St. Louis she opened the Little Flower School at 1275 Boland 
Drive. 

From the foundation of our Community it has been the cus: 
tom of all the Mother Generals to spare no expense in developing 
talents when discovered in the individual members. Consequently 
they always had specialists in every field of education to send to 
the mission houses when needed. The cost of specialized training 
gradually mounted and our Community along with others found 
it growing more and more difficult to meet the high prices of edu 
cation. The abolition of Child Labor (Deo Gratias! ) enabled many 
more children to complete the Secondary level in education. Hence 
the need for an increased number of high school teachers well pre- 
pared became imperative. A financial problem of great importance 
confronted many religious teaching communities. 

In order to find some solution a meeting of all School Super’ 
visors and Mother Generals-of the teaching Sisterhoods was held 
‘nthe Fall of 1926. For many months previous an echo from the 
hearts of all present had reached the heart of the Omnipotent 
God: in-the last verse of the Canticle, “O Lord, in Thee have I 
hoped; let me not be confounded for ever.” And He solved their 
difficulty in the person of one magnanimous educator, Brother 
Calixtus Peter, F.C.S. who celebrated his Golden Jubilee as a 
Brother of the Christian Schools in 1944. AD MULTOS ANNOS, 
BROTHER CALIXTUs! 

God had raised up another St. John Baptist de La Salle, 
this time to prepare the Sisters of the Archdiocese of New York 
to discharge the duty of teaching His little ones the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life. Hundreds of teaching Sisters who have done 
excellent work would never have been prepared by possessing 
either their first or second degree were it not for the deep and 
generous consideration of Brother Calixtus who as School Super’ 


[52] 


MOTHER M. REGINALD 


visor of his own community was present at that memorable meet- 
ing, 

How Mother Reginald’s heart rejoiced and the heart also of 
Sister Maria Ignatia who was our own Community School Super- 
visor at that time when Brother Calixtus arranged for the opening 
of college classes in the Spring of 1927. 

Due to the fact that Sisters could not attend Nematic Col- 
lege proper, a convenient building had to be sought to accom- 
modate the various communities who agreed to send their mem- 
bers. 

Because the pee neon nuns who teach in St. Michael 
School on-34th Street, Manhattan, do not travel, their kind and 
benevolent Pastor, Monsignor O’Brien, offered his school for 
Saturday classes. Thus was born Manhattan Extension College 
Courses. From that moment Mother Reginald did not discrim- 
inate in recognizing potentialities. All sisters eligible for entrance 
were busy with higher studies. In a few years several had earned 
their degree and were ready when needed for advanced work. 
Others soon occupied the Professor’s chair and were returning in 


good measure the benefits they had received. Thanks be to God. 


the work still continues. 

At this moment the Dominican Sisters of Sparkill offer a 
fervent prayer that God will bestow His choicest gifts in abun- 
dance upon Brother Calixtus and a unanimous voice of praise 
and thanksgiving is lifted loudly in gratitude to him their true 
benefactor. 


Mother Reginald had the responsibility of erecting the first 
part of what is now known as Aquinas High School. At that 
time it was called Aquinas Hall. 

It was Mother Dominic who bought the Grote estate and 
opened an infant asylum called St. Joseph Baby Home. This did 
not prosper. The following year Mother Thomas opened a day 
Academy for the children of the parish in the cottage which faced 
Belmont Avenue. Soon the classes had to be carried on in the 
Mansion which served as Administration Building and Convent. 
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Constant growth in registration and pressing appeals from the 
parents persuaded the Community to take action. Accordingly 
Mother Reginald and her Council agreed to build. 

In 1929 the beautiful brick building consisting of six large 
classrooms, an assembly hall, a splendid cafeteria and kitchen was 
opened to high school girls for a two-year commercial course; 
elementary instruction having been discontinued some years pre- 
vious to the opening of St. Martin of Tour School in February 
1926. 

The Library for Aquinas Hall was arranged in the Convent, 
the school being connected to the convent by a small open brick 
bridge. God blessed this work with success as the school outgrew 
itself within ten years. 

In order to keep the Sisters physically fit for the strenuous life 
of the classroom, Mother Reginald sought and secured the use of 
a large estate bordering on the New Jersey shore. Here during 
her term of administration she managed to send the members of 
the Community each summer for a couple of weeks. This health- 
ful relaxation in the salt sea air proved most beneficial to all the 
Sisters after a difficult year of mental and physical struggle. 

Mother Reginald began to develop a heart condition shortly 
after the expiration of her term of office. She chose as her abode 
the convent of Aquinas Hall and remained there until the symp- 
toms of angina became alarming. Then the Spiritual Director of 
the Community, Monsignor Arthur Scanlan counselled her re- 
moval to the beautiful Rosary Villa at Sparkill, built by her suc: 
cessor for the convalescence of the infirm Sisters. 

Mother Reginald was the first Ex-Mother General to attend 
a General Chapter. Her predecessors having completed their 
earthly strife before one should be convoked. At the General 
Chapter in 1930 she assisted in the election of Mother Benigna. 

The Community had an elaborate celebration for Mother 
Reginald’s Golden Jubilee, August 15, 1938. She lived about two 
years after this and saw the dedication of Aquinas High School, 
May 5, 1940. Within three weeks of this date her Heavenly 
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Bridegroom called her on May 22nd. After a Solemn High 
Requiem at our Motherhouse, she was laid to rest in the Mother 
General’s row at the foot of our Crucified Lord Whose out- 
stretched arms bid welcome to each and all. R.LP. 
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Rev. MotHEeR Mary BENIGNA, O.P. 


“Again I say to you, that if two of you shall 
consent upon earth, concerning anything what- 
soever they shall ask, it shall be done to them by 
My Father Who is in heaven.’ Matt. Ch. 18:19 


VIII 


Mother M. Beni2na 


1930 - 1936 
1936 - 1942 


OTHER Benicna KeExty, born in Ireland, was brought to 
MV America in early childhood with her sisters and brothers, 
| two of whom became priests who have done very notable 
pioneer work as Pastors in the state of South Dakota. 

This happy family lived in the Blessed Sacrament Parish, 
Providence, R. I. Although their parish had no parochial school 
at that time, religious vocations during that period are so numer- 
ous and outstanding that they loudly proclaim the missionary zeal 
and sanctity of the Parish Priest and Founder, Father Simmons 
of the Congregation of St. Paul. 

Elizabeth Kelly, after finishing her elementary studies at Acad- 
emy Avenue Grammar School, completed her Secondary educa- 
tion at Hope Street High School in Providence, R. I., where she | 
was graduated with high honors. Her desire to consecrate herself 
to God in the religious life was so ardent that persuasive restraint 
was often used by her family to induce her to finish high school 
before entering a religious community. Shortly after graduation 
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she made application to our Community upon the advice of 
Fathers Lilly and Charles McKenna, O.P. who had conducted 
several missions throughout the diocese of Providence. 

How strange are the ways of God! How unsearchable the 
depths of His Wisdom! It was the year of the Great Jubilee, that 
Holy Year 1900 when Almighty God called to Himself that 
valiant woman, Mother Dominic. It was also in this same year 
that he called Elizabeth Kelly to the Congregation of Our Lady 
of the Rosary, the Community for which Mother Dominic had 
so zealously labored. 

Those who believe in the migration of souls would have their 
tenets strengthened by observing the development of character- 
istics and personality traits of this Sister M. Benigna who truly 
became a replica of Mother Dominic. Regard for her humility 
curtails a fuller sketch of her life. We offer a fervent Deo Gratias! 
that she is still with us to celebrate her Golden Jubilee, on August 
15, 1951, as a member of the Dominican Sisters of Sparkill, the 
name by which we are well known. Our daily prayer is that God 
may spare her in health and strength for many years to come. 

Shortly after her profession Mother Benigna was sent to our 
frst New York City mission, St. Catherine of Siena School. After 
teaching there for a few years she was transferred to St. Louis 
diocese where the members of our Community were engaged in 
several parish schools. 

Mother Benigna served as Superior in the West, and endeared 
herself to the people, many of whom recall her sterling qualities 
now, although it is more than a quarter of a century since she 
worked among them. The spiritual and intellectual interests of 
God’s little ones was always uppermost in her mind. 

It was with great sadness of heart that both priests and people 
of Epiphany Parish in St. Louis learned that Sister Benigna, their 
Principal, was chosen as Prioress of the Motherhouse at Sparkill 
and would not return to them in the Fall of 1924. From 1924 to 
1930 Sister Benigna was Prioress at St. Agnes. 

Mother’s energetic mind and hands began at once to improve 
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the children’s quarters and the entire Motherhouse. At the time 
of the Golden Jubilee celebration of our foundation in 1926, she 
had the interior of St. Agnes so completely remodelled and reno- 
vated that it was a great source of joy to the Sisters on visiting 
to explore the children’s recreation rooms where every kind of 
amusement suitable to the age and mental ability of boys so graded 
could enjoy. 

She reestablished the group-mother plan as Mother Dominic 
had done before 1900. The large dormitories Mother Benigna 
had partitioned, decorated, supplied with lockers for the boys 
private trinkets, and fancy spreads covered the beds; many of 
these having been made by the girls living then in the home at 
Holy Rosary Convent. 

Since the school was functioning in the then new building, 
Mother Benigna converted the boys’ old classrooms in St. Agnes 
into dining-rooms, each furnished with a mirrored sideboard, 
distinctive dishes and table linen: each boy having his own napkin 
and ring. It was Mother’s most desired project to have every boy 
learn the manners of polite society so as to prepare him to take 
his place among the gentlemen of the world. 

For the babies and younger children Mother Benigna had a 
section of the spacious grounds marked off for them where 
swings, see-saws, and merry-go rounds could be enjoyed on pleas- 
ant days. 

A solid cement hand-ball court was built for the bigger boys 
and a baseball diamond marked off where the boys developed 
manly skill and have won honors for their school. 

The boys so loved St. Agnes that when it was time to leave 
according to their age many begged to be kept. Some were found 
to be helpful and obtained gainful employment. For these and 
those of advanced high school age, Mother Benigna had cottages 
remodelled below the Motherhouse on the east side of the lake. 
Here she had erected basket-ball and tennis courts, and converted 
a barn into a gymnasium which sadly enough burned to the 
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ground a few years ago, and which the Alumni are endeavoring 
to replace by a larger gym containing a swimming pool. 

Mother Benigna also advanced the fife and drum corps to a 
brass band with about sixty members. This greatly pleased the 
boys especially when Mother had band suits made for each mem- 
ber in the colors they unanimously chose—blue and gold—the 
Papal colors. 

This is the band which greeted our Beloved Cardinal, then 
Archbishop Spellman, at the dedication of Aquinas High School, 
May 5, 1940. Even to the present day the band aims to hold its 
traditions, and the school, that marches behind it on St. Patrick's 
Day and on World Sodality Day, deems it a great pleasure. 

After spending eighteen years in our Motherhouse; 1924 
1930 as Prioress of St. Agnes and 1930-1942 as Mother General, 
she returned to school work immediately in September 1942 to 
St. John Chrysostom in the Bronx where the registration increased 
from 600 to nearly 1,000. Then she was transferred to Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help in Brooklyn in 1948 where she is Principal of 
the School whose children number about 1,200. 

One of the first acts of Mother Benigna after her election 
was to convert a section of our Motherhouse into a veritable 
infirmary, installing all the equipment and appurtenances neces 
sary for hospital care. Not a few souls have winged their flight 
to their heavenly home from the hospital beds on the sun porch, 
but more numerous are they who have been restored to health. 

Mother Benigna at once thought of the health of Her Sisters. 
Learning that in order to maintain the use of Monmouth Beach 
in New Jersey, which her predecessor, Mother Reginald, had 
obtained, she would have to keep twelve Sisters on call for that 
diocese at any time, she determined to purchase a suitable site 
within our own diocese. After much weary searching she suc 
ceeded in acquiring an old Dutch estate at Saugerties, New York. 
With little added expense it was soon conditioned for the Sisters 
and the summer of 1931 is one of many happy memories recalled 
and reenacted each succeeding summer. 
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Mother Benigna’s next thought was redecorating and rebuild- 
ing the interior of the Chapel. She had a marble sanctuary replace 
the parquet floor; terraza flooring replaced the aisles of wood. 
The choir for the professed Sisters she had extended across the 
front of the chapel leaving the chancel choir for the Novitiate 
which Deo Gratias! has always been filled to its capacity. She had 
the Sanctuary and walls of the Chapel covered with a wainscot- 
ting of hard oak to a height of about six feet, giving the edifice 
the appearance of a Cathedral. New and more powerful hanging 
lights replaced those fastened to the pillars and an organ was 
installed in the Sisters’ choir to aid in keeping tone while chant- 
ing our Ofhce. 

During the period of rebuilding and expansion after the fire 
the Community always recited the Office in choir, but in English. 
Mother Benigna strained every effort and succeeded in having 
the old custom resumed of chanting the Office in Latin, not only 
in the Motherhouse, but in all the Mission houses as well. 

Her veneration for our holy Foundress and saintly pioneers 
of our Community prompted her to improve and keep in excel- 
lent condition the cemetery where one day we all hope to have a 
space. Mother Benigna had the wooden crosses replaced by gran- 
ite, heavy iron gates at the entrance replaced the rustic rose 
arbor and graded cement walks with steps at each section making 
the approach to any grave so easy that the Sisters wishing to visit 
the Crucifix at the top of the hill use very little energy in ascend- 
ing the incline. 

Until now our Motherhouse and Novitiate were in the same 
building, but in accordance with the new code of Canon Law it 
is to be separate from the Motherhouse. To comply with this 
requirement Mother Benigna had built an ultramodern novitiate 
totally conformable to all the requirements both of Canon Law 
and Dominican Regulations. 


The Novitiate is the time and place of training for the relig- 
ious life. All religious look back upon those years of formation as 
an exceptionally happy period in their lives. It is here they are 
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taught to put first things first. It is not a time for breaking down 
personality traits or crushing individuality, but a period of in- 
tense study of the religious life; both on the part of the novice 
who desires to give her life to the Community and the members 
of the Community who study her characteristics to decide the 
advisability of acceptance. Personal belief is that, if half of the 
world knew and understood the joys of the religious life, truly 
three-fourths of the world’s population would be enclosed by 
convent walls. 

Why are so many ears deaf to the Call of the Divine Lover 
of souls! Why are so many hearts hardened to the promptings of 
the Holy Spirit! Perhaps it is because of the lack of prayer which 
would bring courage and generosity to weak and selfish souls. 

For the faithful and, accepted Novice the day comes when 
as a bride of Christ she kneels before His August Presence and 
pledges herself to a life in His holy service by pronouncing the 
holy vows of religion; namely, poverty, chastity and obedience; 
at first for one year, at the end of which she is free to return to 
the world of her own accord. After five years she is admitted to 
perpetual vows. 

Because the Religious life is above the natural life, Holy 
Mother Church insists upon a time of trial and preparation. 
Novitiates have been called the nursery of saints where seeds of 
virtues burst forth into acts of willing obedience and loving sacri 
fee. From this haven of holiness the young members are sent to 
the Missions where they labor in close companionship with their 
elders often becoming a Spiritual tonic of edification to over: 
worked and sometimes disheartened religious who have borne 
the burden and the heats for many years. 

Alongside of our Novitiate Mother Benigna had built a most 
comfortable home for those religious who, after long years of 
service, find themselves in declining health. It was so planned 
that the Novitiate Chapel would serve the Sisters living at the 
Villa. Not only the aged and infirm, but also those Sisters con- 
valescing find a veritable hospice here for recuperation. A Sister, 
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who has earned her R.N. either before or after admission, is al- 
ways in residence. 

At about this time Mother Benigna and her Council decided 
to conduct a College Preparatory and four-year Commercial or 
Business Course at Aquinas Hall in place of the two-year Business 
Course then in progress. In order to meet the demands required 
by the State Board of Regents for full affiliation an extensive 
building program had to be planned. This, of course, necessitated 
money. The funds at hand were exhausted in the works already 
completed. The building erected by Mother Reginald was valued 
at $105,000 but an additional $250,000 was needed. The Emi 
grant Savings Bank granted the loan and building began. The new 
school, whose name now became Aquinas High School, was dedt- 
cated May 5, 1940 amid much pomp and ceremony. It was the 
first public act performed by Archbishop Spellman after his ap- 
pointment to the Archdiocese. 

In order to build the new school it was necessary to demolish 
the old Grote mansion, which had served since 1899 as a Con- 
vent. To find a home suitable for the Sisters was not easy. But 
again the Providence of God came to their aid enabling Mother 
Benigna to rent the house at 695 Grote Street until she could 
build a convent. Prospects of this endeavor being thwarted by 
the outbreak of World War II, she bought the house and lots on 
Crotona and Beaumont Avenues facing Grote Street. 

Mother Benigna’s next work was to systematize and stabilize 
the financial support of the Motherhouse as well as the individual 
mission houses. Heretofore, an annual report of expenses and 
income was made every summer, the compilation of which entailed 
great labor and consumed much time. Mother Benigna devised 
a plan whereby a uniform quarterly report of the income and 
expenses of each house was made and the surplus revenue brought 
to the Motherhouse with the report four times each year. This 
method was most gladly received as it greatly facilitated the secre’ 
tarial work especially in large houses. 

During her administration, two new elementary schools were 
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opened, both of which have greatly prospered, Deo Gratias! — St. 
Helena School in Parkchester, Bronx; Little Flower School, Wood- 
side, Long Island; and St. Ignatius Day Nursery, 240 East 84th 
Street, New York City. Mother Benigna was requested to supply 
Sisters for the Science and Business Departments of the Cathedral 
High School, Main Building and the teaching staff at our own 
Aquinas High School increased from seven in 1937 to twenty- 
seven in 1942, 

At the General Chapter held in July 1942, Mother M. 
Beatrice, Murphy was elected to succeed Mother M. Benigna, 
Kelly. 
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“Draw us, O Immaculate Virgin; we will 


run after thee in the odor of thy ointments.” 
(Lauds). 


IX 


Mother M. Beatrice 


1942 - 1948 
1948 - 


teacher does not learn something from her class. The proof 
of this statement was experienced by our holy novice 
Mistress of happy memory, Sister Mary Imelda, who held that 
most important and trying charge for more than twenty years. 
She often told her later novices in a very certain strain, “The 
novices I have trained will rule the Community in the future.” 
Indeed her words are verified, for our present Mother General 
was her first novice. 
In giving her valuable and treasured treatises on Silence, Sis- 
ter Imelda was wont to say, ‘““A Dominican need never utter a 
word; the habit itself preaches a sermon.’ This she probably 
deduced from her first novice explaining how her vocation came 
to her. As indeed the Dominican habit preached an indelible and 
fruitful sermon on the mind of the child who one day became our 


Mother General. 


(esc PEpaGoGuEs tell us that a day is lost when the 
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Born in County Mayo, Ireland, Margaret Murphy at a very 
early age met a Dominican Missionary Sister who was visiting 
her home in Mayo. She desired most ardently to go to Africa 
with the Sister on her return but, of course, she was altogether 
too young. The desire, however, was fixed firmly in her mind 
then that she was to become a Dominican. 

A few years later she came to America, arriving in New York 
to learn that her sister, our present Sister Mary Leonard, already 
entered the Dominican Congregation of Our Lady of the Rosary. 
Our Mother Beatrice in a short time followed her example and 
Rosary Sunday 1911, she became a postulant. On the feast of 
the Sacred Heart May 31, 1913, she made her first profession in 
the hands of Mother Mary Thomas. This was a momentous day 
for the community as the corner-stone of the present Sacred 
Heart Chapel was laid by Monsignor McMahon of Our Lady 
of Lourdes Parish. 

Mother Beatrice has been well prepared for the office she now 
holds. For the first fifteen years of her religious life she taught 
the elementary grades both in ‘New York and St. Louis schools. 
The next three years she taught in Cathedral Annex High School 
at St. John Chrysostom in the Bronx. During the next eleven 
years she was Superior successively in St. Mary Convent, Fulton, 
N:Y¥.2 St--Rose- of) Lima, Manhattan] Ni7Y —vand=ot-s)onn 
Chrysostom, Bronx, New York. 

During those years she lived with nearly every member of 
the Community at some time and being blessed with a kind and 
very amiable disposition she never lost interest in any acquaint- 
ance she made. 

In 1942 immediately after her election Mother Beatrice ful- 
filled the request made to her predecessor, Mother Benigna, for 
Sisters to serve in the Commercial and Science Departments of 
Cathedral High School. 

In 1943 the year after her election as Mother General the 
Bishop of Wilmington asked for three Sisters to conduct a Child- 
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sellor and Principal of Aquinas High School, Bronx, N. Y. 
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Caring home in his diocese. On April 30, the home was opened 
and dedicated to St. Catherine. It is called Siena Hall. 

In 1945 when the Sisters of Charity were needed for other 
work Mother Beatrice was asked to supply twelve Sisters for St. 
Joseph elementary school, Bathgate Avenue, Bronx. 

In 1946 Holy Rosary Convent, which up to that time had 
been a child-caring home for girls, was remodelled and a Secre- 
tarial School for girls was opened. That year being the one 
hundredth anniversary of the birth of our Foundress Mother 
Beatrice named the new enterprise, Thorpe Secretarial School. 

In 1946 also Mother Beatrice was asked to staff Cardinal 
McCloskey Child-Caring Home at White Plains. In order to do 
this she found it necessary to close three small missions in 5t. 
Louis and St. Rita’s on Staten Island. Twenty-seven Sisters are 
engaged in this Child-Caring Home. 

In 1947 new plans were drawn for a forty-two room Aquinas 
Convent instead of thirty rooms as had been planned in 1938. As 
Mother Beatrice noted the ever-increasing registration at Aquinas 
High School this large building will just about accommodate the 
teaching staff required to care for nearly one thousand girls or 
more who will be in attendance in 1952 to fill the new addition. 
Thirty Sisters were most grateful to move into Aquinas Convent 
March 25, 1949. The frame house at 695 Grote Street which 
was the Convent from the time Aquinas High School was being 
erected now serves as a Guest House known as Aquinas Villa. 

Mother Beatrice also renovated a house on the country estate 
at Glasco which adjoins Saugerties. This also serves as a guest 
house dedicated to St. Dominic. 

In 1949 Mother was asked to supply Sisters for St. Helena 
High School and in 1950 she opened Mary, Queen of Heaven 
School in Brooklyn with twelve Sisters. 

It was Mother’s great privilege to visit Rome during the past 
Holy Year when she had a private audience with Our Holy 
Father on which occasion he blessed a Papal Blessing commem- 
orating our Diamond Jubilee, the reproduction of which is found 
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at the beginning of this book. She was present at the beatification 
of Dominic Savio, that angelic boy who is an example for all 
children. 

In the absence of Most Reverend Emmanuel Suarez, O.P., 
Master General of the Dominican Order, a most gracious wel- 
come was tendered Mother Beatrice and her cousin companion, 
Sister Catherine Patricia, by the Very Reverend Fathers Skehan 
and Sparks, Secretaries to the Master General. Mother and her 
companion enjoyed the privilege of attending the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass offered by Father Sparks in the cell of our holy 
father St. Dominic in Santa Sabina, Rome. 

On the journey to her home in Ireland Mother Beatrice visited 
St. Dominic Convent in Stone, England, where our holy Foun- 
dress spent some time in following the rule of St. Augustine and 
where she obtained the Constitutions approved by the Master 
General for Conventualized Dominican Tertiaries. 

It is the fond hope of all her spiritual daughters that God’s 
blessings will crown with success all her present and future 
endeavors. 

Av Muttos Annos! Motuer BEATRICE 
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“Seek ye first the kingdom of God and 
His justice and all things else shall be 
added unto you.” Luke Ch. 12:31 


xX 


Our Jubilarians 


From Fifty-one to Sixty-six Years of 
Faithful Service 


our eleven Jubilarians; the youngest having spent fifty-one 
years serving God in our ranks. The senior Jubilarian has 
completed her sixty-fifth year—Deo Gratias! 

Two celebrants for this year came to the Community in that 
wonderful Holy Year, 1900. They are wearing the Dominican 
habit fifty years this summer. They are: the center nun, standing 
Mother Mary Benigna, and the last nun standing, Sister Mary 
Irene. 

To each of these privileged Sisters every member of the Com- 
munity extends most sincere felicitations on the joyful anniversary 
which to them above all, is most meaningful. The memory gems 
they hold, the stories they relate, the anecdotes they recount, and 
_ the history they make known to the younger interested Sisters, is 
truly priceless. It is certainly most wonderful to study God’s 
power in building up families; then taking individual members 
from here and there to unite them into a glorious whole; all mem- 
bers working together to give honor and glory to God: spending 
themselves and desiring to be spent in His holy service. 

This group surely emphasizes the truth of the maxim of many 


| PRIDE AND Joy of our Community is here portrayed in 
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Dominican Retreat Masters: “If you keep the rule, the rule will 

keep you.” These have been well preserved — God bless them 

and spare them to us in health and strength if it is Thy holy will! 
Seated from left to right we see: 


1. Sister Mary Martha Moakley, who served the Community 
for many years as teacher, superior and Novice Mistress, and 
whose unfailing faith in prayer keeps Heaven’s gate open always. 
Sister Martha has rendered an invaluable service to our Com- 
munity by permanently implanting in the novices under her care 
a true spirit of Dominican life and an intense love for the tra- 
ditions of our own Community. 

The accounts of heroic sacrifice and saintly zeal of the holy 
pioneers so often rehearsed to her novices enables them today to 
impart these precious traditions to the prospective candidates of 
our novitiate. 

Sister Martha’s joy will be increased this year in helping her 
first group of novices celebrate their Silver Jubilee. 

Sister Martha came to our Community in 1888 and is now 
in the sixty-third year of her religious life. 


2. Sister Mary Dominica Linehan, spent many years teach- 
ing and filling the office of Superior in several mission houses. 
Her pioneer work in Nyack still yields valuable results. 

In the capacity of Superior her kind motherly interests in each 
and all of the Sisters under her charge has cemented a bond of 
endearment and countless are the silent fervent prayers breathed 
in gratitude for their sojourn with her. 

Her brilliant mind and gift of versatility were a great aid to 
her foresight as she wisely and firmly directed the graduates of 
the schools in which she was Principal. 

Her name is held in benediction throughout Rockland County 
where the second generation is now teaching their offspring to 
seek and respect her advice. Countless leaders in professional, 
literary and civic pursuits owe their success to the understanding 
and wise guidance of Sister Dominica. 
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After fifty-six years of service Sister now lives at Rosary 
Villa where her keen interest in historical and literary values, 
as well as current topics, together with her sunny disposition, 
furnish a complete cure for any Sister convalescing there. 

Sister Dominica came to our Community in 1895. 


3. Sister Mary Emily Rickard, whose keen sight and reliable 
memory identifies nameless photographs of more than half a cen’ 
tury and who could entertain endlessly with truthful reminis- 
cences, was very close to Mother Dominic, who was both Su- 
perior and Novice Mistress when Sister Emily joined the little 
group. Mother Dominic, noting her talents, specialized her in 
Music which she used well. 

She entered at Holy Rosary in 1887 and has joyfully rendered 
sixty-four years of useful service to our Community both in 
New York and St. Louis dioceses as teacher and superior. 


4. Sister Mary Ignatius Farley, is now in the sixty-sixth 
year of her life as a Dominican Sister. Of this Sister we read in 
the “News of August 29, 1899” on the list of those injured in 
the disastrous fire: “Sr. Ignatius jumped from fourth story win- 
dow; concussion of spine; burned about the hands; may die.” 
It’s a long time since 99 and Deo Gratias! what years of service 
this Diamond Jubilarian herself has given. Mother Dominic saw 
her talent for art and had it developed by the best teachers she 
could procure. Sister taught the elementary grades for many years 
and was also Superior. 

She entered our Community in 1886, just ten years after it 
was founded. Because of her failing sight she has spent the last 
few years at Rosary Villa. 


The Sisters who are standing are as follows from left to right: 


1. Sister Mary de Chantal Sauncey, an accomplished musi- 
cian of some note and gifted with a heavenly voice. She spent 
an active youth and middle age in teaching both Sisters and 
children singing and music. Her choir singing has never been 
surpassed and the memory of her voice is a joy to those who ree 
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trace their youth. Many Sisters have had their talent for music 
so developed under Sister de Chantal’s instructions that they not 
only enjoyed their gift, but made good use of it for the Com- 
munity. 

Sister de Chantal, who entered in 1890, has given sixty-one 
years of generous service to our Community. 


2. Sister Mary Germaine Daily, spent most of her religious 
life pioneering, as teacher and superior, in the diocese of St. Louis 
as well as New York. The stories she relates of privations and 
severe hardships are hardly understood by the people of this gen- 
eration. Sister always ends her story thus: “Well, it was all for 
the good Lord. Blessed be His Holy Name!” Sister developed 
the art of fine sewing and enjoys doing it today. 

Sister Germaine came to us in 1890 and after sixty-one years 
of unselfish service is a perfect epitome of radiant happiness in 
being spent for the Lord. 


3. Sister Mary Martina Wharton; her entire life, until a 
few years ago, when ill-health overtook her, was spent in the 
care of the orphaned children. Sister’s health has so greatly im- 
proved that she is on active duty as Guest Mistress at Rosary 
Villa, Sparkill, and a most pleasing Guest Mistress she is. 

Sister Martina became a Postulant in 1899 and had her 
Golden Jubilee in Holy Year 1950. 


4. Our next Sister, by this time well known to all, is Mother 
Mary Benigna Kelly. Because she was our Mother General she 
retains the title, although due to her humility, she never uses it 
herself. Eighteen years of Mother’s life were spent at our Mother- 
house; from 1924 to 1930 as Prioress of St. Agnes Convent under 
Mother Reginald; from 1930 to 1942 as Mother General. Pre- 
vious to 1924 she spent several years as Superior in St. Louis 
until she was chosen Prioress of Sparkill. Since 1942 she has 
been Principal of two of the largest schools under our care, 
namely: St. John Chrysostom in the Bronx, and Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help in Ozone Park, Long Island. 
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Mother Benigna entered in Holy Year 1900 and celebrates 
her Golden Jubilee this year 1951. 


5. Sister Mary Evangelista Sheehan, for many years a Coun- 
sellor to our Mothers General, has spent a very energetic life in 
the schools of three dioceses, namely: New York, Brooklyn and 
Syracuse, not only teaching in several schools but serving the 
Community nearly forty years as Superior and Principal of our 
largest schools. Sister is blessed with great tenacity of purpose 
and unflinching perseverance in solving problems of Community: 
interest. 

Sister Evangelista has given fifty-seven years of service, hav- 
ing entered in 1894. 


6. Sister Mary Clement Brennan, very gentle and retiring, 
has served her Divine Master teaching his little ones in our own 
diocese and that of St. Joseph, Missouri. Sister was one of the 
first members of our Community to be graduated from the Mc- 
Dowell Sewing School. There she perfected both plain and fancy 
sewing, which she taught long years ago at Holy Rosary Con- 
vent, being chosen by Mother Dominic for this special talent. 
Even today her deft fingers produce beautiful fine needlework 
of which any recipient may justly be proud. 

Sister Mary Clement has given fifty-five years of service in 
the Master’s vineyard, having come to our Community in 1896. 


7. Sister Mary Irene Burns, the last Sister standing on the 
right, celebrates her Golden Jubilee August 15, this summer of 
LOD 1 

Sister Mary Irene spent over forty years teaching and direct- 
ing our schools as Superior and Principal in three dioceses, namely: 
St. Joseph, Missouri, where she found her forte in teaching Mathe- 
matics. It has been said that anyone who studied Geometry with 
Sister Irene, not only learned it well, but loved it. Sister spent 
several years in the schools of Syracuse and New York dioceses. 

In St. Mark High School, diocese of St. Louis, Missouri, she 
inculcated a great love for higher learning, which resulted in most 
of her graduates successfully pursuing professional courses thus 
earning a good name for the school. 
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Rev. CHARLES S. JORN, O.P., LEADS PRAYERS FOR PEACE ON THE EAST AND 
WEST SIDES OF THE LAKE 





AT St. AGNES CONVENT, SPARKILL, N. Y. 


“Every man shall be rewarded according to his 
works.” Pseolols-aMatt. 16:2 7°'Conmnth, 1:2°8 


Xl 


Our Predecessors 
1879 - 1951 


ia NX 


HIS LITTLE work would be incomplete without a prayer 
ae and word of appreciation for our forebears who have borne 

the early privations necessarily incumbent during the foun- 
dation, rebirth, growth and development of our Congregation as 
we find it at the time of our Diamond Jubilee. 

‘Precious in the eyes of the Lord is the death of His saints.” 
According to human standards of measurement, many members 
of our religious family accomplished much in their long lives of 
fruitful service in the Lord’s vineyard. Two of the original Sisters 
were blessed with more than fifty years of religious life; namely, 
Sister M. Pauline Kelly, 1926, and Sister M. Monica O'Keefe, 


1927. 


[S1] 











“Iam the resurrection and the life: he that believeth in Me although 
he be dead, shall live.” John= Ch; 1125 





“For though I should walk in the midst of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil; for Thou art with me.” Ps. 22:4 
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Our Divine Master found two very young Sisters most pleas- 
ing to Him in His Dominican garden at Sparkill. They had fin- 
ished the work He had given them to do shortly after they had 
been clothed in the holy habit. These holy souls made their final 
profession on their death-beds while His Infinite Majesty brought 
them to His Heavenly Throne. These fortunate daughters of St. 
Dominic were: Sister M. Benigna O’Donnell in 1897: Sr. M. 
Stephen Andrew Lyna, in 1948. 

What a happy consolation for the rest of us who linger and 
labor with love to know that Time and Eternity are not com- 
mensurate; that it matters not what we do in His holy service: 
nor how long a time we spend in His service! All that matters is 
— Are we doing His Will willingly and well? — Can we say 
with Him Who is our Brother — “I do always the things that 
please Him.” 


May all who read this list offer a pious De Profundis for The 
souls herein mentioned. 


“It is a holy and wholesome thought to pray for 
the dead, that they may be loosed from their sins.” 
(2 Mach. xii. 46) 


MoTHER M. CATHARINE ANTONINUS THORPE 
March-2, 1879 
Sr. M. De Pazzi McKeon, May 19, 1894 
Sr. M. Benigna O'Donnell, Feb. 9, 1894 
Sr. M. Vincent Murphy, Sept. 13, 1897 
Sr. M. Francis Duggan, Nov. 9, 1898 


MoTHER M. Dominic DowLINc, July 14, 1900 


Sr. M. Inviolata Donahue, Dec. 14, 1900 
Sr. M. Bernard Bohan, June 4, 1901 

Sr. M. Gabriel Hanlon, July 28, 1901 

Sr. M. Sienna Conroy, Aug. 24, 1901 

Sr. M. Sebastian McGheehan, April 2, 1902 
Sr. M. Liguori Kiernan, May 19, 1904 
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. Augustine Britt, Oct. 30, 1906 

. Clare Cusack, Jan. 14, 190% 

. Agatha Donahue, Aug. 18, 1908 ~ 
. Gertrude Mahoney, Apr. 26, 1909 
. Hyacinth McMullen, Oct. 11, 1912 
Emerita Hannigan, Feb. 18, 1913 
Aloysius Hughes, Mar. 24, 1913 
Bernard Gorman, June 28, 1913 
Cyril Tchach, June 18, 1914 
Henrietta Kane, June 5, 1915 
Martin O’Brien, Oct. 20, 1915 
William Anna Fischer, Dec. 10, 1917 
Isabel Madden, Jan. 22, 1918 
Rose Miriam Benya, Oct. 11, 1918 
Assunta Tennant, Oct. 20, 1918 
Concepta Blake, Dec. 29, 1918 
Aquinas Sheehan, Dec. 17, 1921 
Evarista Thompson, Jan. 3, 1922 
Inez O'Neil, Jan. 11, 1923 
Anthony Sinnot, June 16, 1923 
Catherine Riordan, Nov. 6, 1923 
Louis Peel, Dec. 24, 1923 

. Angelita McKenna, Feb. 1, 1924 


SESESSSESESSESESESSASSASES 


MoTHER M. REGINA SMITH, Nov. 17, 1924 


MoTHER M. THoMAS GARGHAN, Mar. 23, 1925 
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. Dolores O'Leary, April 30, 1925 

. Pauline Kelly, Aug. 28, 1926 

. Mercedes Archbold, April 14, 1927 
. Bernardine Donahue, Sept. 3, 1927 
Monica O’Keefe, Sept. 27, 1927 
Angela Broderick, Dec. 24, 1927 
Teresa McDonald, June 12, 1929 
Sylvester Dolan, Aug. 3, 1929 
Margaret Newman, April 23, 1930 
. Dolorita Curry, June 20, -1930 

. Bertrand Martin, June 24, 1930 

. Benvenuta McQuade, Dec. 21, 1930 
. Angelica Collins, June 15, 1931 


Sa ae ae a 
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Sr. M. Marina Duffy, July 15, 1931 

Sr. M. Lucina Loughlin, Aug. 14, 1931 
Sr. M. Leo Reidy, Jan. 2, 1932 

Sr. M. Perpetua Dowling, Mar. 16, 1932 
Sr. M. Benedict Delaney, Mar. 24, 1932 
Sr. M. Marie Crowley, June 23, 1933 
Sr. M. Manney Farrell, Dec. 27, 1933 

Sr. M. Cecelia Shanley, Jan. 8, 1934 

Sr. M. Vincentia Mazziotti, Mar. 24, 1934 
Sr. M. Casmir McGonagle, May 1, 1934 
oto Me Alexandra Yanic. Octs29).1934 
Sr. M. Albertus Reilly, Jan. 3, 1935 

Sr. M. Bernadette Maloney, Jan. 9, 1935 
Sr. M. Joseph Calasanctius Moran, Jan. 30, 1935 
Sr. M. Marietta Molloy, Feb. 8, 1935 

Sr. M. Imelda Cullen, Mar. 16, 1936 

Sr. M. Rosarita McKenna, Apr. 14, 1936 
Sr. M. Patricia Brogan, July 15, 1936 

Sr. M. Luciella Crane, Sept. 4, 1936 

Sr. M. Macarius Cassidy, Jan. 19, 1938 
Sr. M. Baptista Degnan, Mar. 26, 1938 
Sr. M. Suso Thornton, Aug. 2, 1938 

Sr. M. Seraphine Farrell, Nov. 6, 1938 
Sr. M. Antoninus Phelan, Jan. 6, 1939 
Sr. M. Rose Riordan, Jan. 28, 1939 

Sr. M. Genevieve Kelly, Feb. 8, 1939 
Sr. M. Raymond Radford, Oct. 18, 1939 


MoTHER M. REGINALD KENNEDY, May 22, 1940 


Sr. M. Raphael Luby, Sept. 15, 1940 
Sr. M. Magdalen Galvin, Dec. 17, 1940 


MoTHER M. PETER KENNEDY, Jan. 19, 1941 


Sr. M. Julianna Mack, Apr. 14, 1941 

Sr. M. Josita McGovern, Jan. 31, 1942 
Sr. M. Dorothea Finnegan, Feb. 16, 1942 
Sr. M. Loyola Reynolds, July 3, 1942 

Sr. M. Alphonsus Flood, Jan. 24, 1943 
Sr. M. Ambrose Keating, Nov. 23, 1943 
Sr. M. Loretta, Doyle, Jan. 1, 1944 
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Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine: et lux perpetua 


ZEZESEKL EE RSE ER ERESESSESESSS 


WE HAVE KNOWN THEM 


Dionysius Kane, Apr. 17, 1944 


. Christina Farrell, June 8, 1944 


Veronica Cosgrove, June 22, 1944 
Immaculata Cullum, July 13, 1944 
Stephana Reynolds, Aug. 20, 1944 
Stanislaus Deegan, Oct. 4, 1944 
Gonzaga McCabe, Dec. 6, 1944 
Anna Marie Evers, Dec. 24, 1944 
Justin McGlone, Apr. 22, 1945 
Louise Mangin, May 23, 1945 
Albertine Reilly, Oct. 30, 1945 
Philomena Hackett, Nov. 19, 1945 
Celeste Reilly, Dec. 16, 1945 
Innocentia Diamond, Jan. 9, 1946 
Joseph Cullum, Feb. 20, 1946 
Matthias Farrelly, July 3, 1946 
Adelaide Reilly, Aug. 1, 1946 
Anselm Murray, Dec. 25, 1946 
Marion Rita McGurl, Dec. 28, 1946 
Michael Dalton, Jan. 7, 1947 
Catherine Shea, Feb. 5, 1947 
Norbert Kearney, Mar. 12, 1947 
Columba Leonard, July 1, 1947 


. Stephen Andrew Lyna, Jan. 13, 1948 
_D’Aza Reid, May 12, 1948. 
. Josephine Shea, Aug. 1, 1948 


luceat eis. Requiescant in Pace. 
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“How lovely are Thy tabernacles, O 
Lord of hosts!” Pse8372 


All 


Tribute to Mother M. Antoninus 


writing numbers 560 living members, with 114 beloved de- 

parted resting close to the Crucifix in our cemetery. 

Although our growth in numbers has not been phenomenal, 
it has been steady and sturdy. 

Since the foundation of the Dominican Order in the early 
Thirteenth Century, Prayer and Study have been the means 
employed to perpetuate the motto of our saintly Founder: “Con- 
templare et tradere aliis.” Our Community has endeavored to 
preserve the original spirit both in the regular choral chant of the 
Office of the Blessed Virgin and the Office of the Dead, as well as 
in the pursuit of higher studies. As a result more than one hun- 
dred of our teaching Sisters have earned their second degree and 
more than two hundred others have their first degree; while the 
remainder of the Community is working toward that goal. 

While the members of our Congregation are laboring in six 


|" THE YEAR of our Diamond Jubilee our Community at this 
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WE HAVE KNOWN THEM 


dioceses, our name has penetrated into the seventh. The out: 
growth of the missionary zeal of the girls of Aquinas High School, 
Bronx, New York, is the erection of a Mission Chapel dedicated 
to St. Thomas Aquinas. 

Holy Mass was offered in this chapel for the first time on 
Sunday, June 25, 1950. How fitting such an offering to the King 
of Kings in the Holy Year of Jubilee. 3 

The Chapel is built at West Blocton, 40 miles south of Bir- 
mingham, in the Diocese of Mobile, Alabama, which is under the 
jurisdiction of Most Reverend Bishop Thomas J. Toolen, D.D., 
who is spending himself in ways and means to bring all his flock 
to the feet of our loving Lord. His diocese covers about 60,000 
square miles with 3!/, million people scattered through that area 
and less than 2% are Catholics. His aim is to build 53 chapels 
at points where street preaching has been most successful. Ten 
chapels have been built since 1946. 

As a tribute to our holy Foundress, the marble altar in St. 
Thomas Chapel at West Blocton bears a bronze plate which reads: 


THIS ALTAR IS DEDICATED 
TO THE MEMORY OF 
Mortuer M. CatHARINE ANTONINUS THORPE 
FOUNDRESS OF 


THE DOMINICAN CONGREGATION OF OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY 


SPARKILL, N. Y. 
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TRIBUTE TO MOTHER M. ANTONINUS 


Since our holy Foundress was afire with missionary zeal we 
humbly pray that from the heights of glory she will obtain the 
same spirit for her daughters present and to come so that they 
may be able to pass it on in goodly measure to the children under 
their care. 

May it please our Divine Master to send us numerous worthy 
vocations! The harvest is still great and the laborers are never 
suficient in number. 

God has not ceased to call workers into His Vineyard but 
many of His children are not generous. They will not cultivate 
thoughts of Eternity because they set their hearts on the perish- 
able things of this world and arrive at a true sense of value only 
too late in life. O Holy Spirit, illumine their minds with the flery 
dart of Wisdom that they may learn in youth what the Bishop | 
of Hippo learned at a great price—that our hearts were made for 


Thee! 


“Today if YOU shall hear His Voice, harden not YOUR heart.” 
Bs 94 eve S 


“May the Lord of the Universe increase our numbers, widen our 
fields and make fruitful our labors for His own honor and glory.” 
Amen 
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Last and most important—most graciously rendered 
memoirs of our own Diamond Jubilarians. 


We, the Dominican Sisters of Our Lady of the Rosary, take 
this opportunity to express our sincere gratitude to our many 
friends and benefactors whose kind generosity has greatly encour- 
aged the publication of this book. 


May the blessing of God remain with thein forever. 
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